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A Serious and Difuonate 


I NQUIR SE, 


Relating to ſome Parts of our 
ESTABLISHED WORSHIP, 


_ -Objected to in a late Treatiſe, intitled, 


An Appeal to the common Senſe of 


CHRISTIANS, Sc. , 
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To which are added, 


Two LETTERS: 


One upon the Caſe of Clergymen who ſcruple 
reading the Athangſian Creed: 


The other upon that of Proeſentments for not 
reading , 
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By a Divine of the Church of Engiand. 
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5 Nam id Je non poteſt. Cic.. de * I. 
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A Serious and Diſpaſſionate 


IN A UI 


HE author of the late Appeal, who 
appears to me to be as pious as he is 
certainly a zealous and ſenſible writer, 
A bath ſuggeſted ſome obſervations, re- 
*P# lating to certain parts of our eſtabliſhed 
worſhip, which may render it ſomewhat doubtful to 


a conſiderate perſon, whether he can with a good 


conſcience join therein. 

I have always lived in the communion of the 
church of England. And ſince, in diſcharge of the 
function wherein I have the honour to be engaged, 
I am frequently concerned in the performance of her 
ſacred offices, I think myſelf nearly intereſted in the 
preſent caſe. For if I perform a part of worſhip, 
which I cannot in ſome good meaſure juſtify to my 
_ conſcience, judging in the moſt favonrable' manner 
I can of preſent circumſtances, I am ſelf-condemned : 
a ſtate by no. means deſirable in any ſituation, and 


leaſt of all juſtifiable in that of a Clergyman. I 


will therefore be as impartial as I can in my inquiry, 


doing the beſt I am able towards attaining the ſatiſ- 
faction that is neceſſary, and ſuch as I can * | 
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- And here let it be obſerved at the entrance of my 
deſign, that the examination I propoſe, is in order 
to my own ſatisfaction only. If any others ſhould 
find my caſe to be theirs, and my reaſonings to be 
as ſatisfactory to Them, as I hope they will be to 
Me, I can have no objection to their ſharing in the 
fame acquieſcence with myſelf ;_ or, rather, ſhould 
ſincerely rejoice, if 1 ſhall be found in any degree 
inſtrumental towards removing, as much as may be, 
the ſcruples of any honeſt and conſciencious minds. 

This ſubject has indeed had no great ſhare of my 
conſideration, 'till within theſe two years. I ac- 
quieſced, for the moſt part, in the received doctrines, 
yet not implicitly in any of them. T had very little 
leiſure, and leſs inclination, to buſy myſelf in con- 
troverſies. Vet I did not by any means ſhun in- 
quiry, when fair occaſions offered. Such occaſions 
have offered. lately, and I have conſidered what 
hath been urged on both ſides. What fatisfaction 
I may have gained on either, is, I apprehend, un- 
neceſſary for me now to ſay. Perhaps I may have 
met with ſome difficulties on each. Be that as it 
will : the late Appeal I found to be more ſuitable to 
my underſtanding, as alſo the Sequel to which it 
refers. I think I can underſtand theſe without 
difficulty, both being plain, and proceeding chiefly or 
only upon Scripture- grounds. And indeed I look 
upon the Scripture to be the only criterion, to which 
the preſent argument ought to be reduced: nor 
would it, I ſuppoſe, be preſumption in me to ſay, 
that it can be decided by no other. 

The author of the Appeal ſtates the caſe thus. 
1. God the Father alone is to be worſhipped 
with a primary worſhip, he- alone being ſupreme, 
as the Scriptures fully and frequently teſtify. He is 
to be worſhipped, by thole who know the Goſpel, 


through the mediation of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 


under the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. 


Ta 


{37 
To this account I have no objection that I can 
call material; and I chuſe to acquieſce where I have 
nothing to offer, that I cannot judge to be of ſuf- 
ficient importance, Inſiſting upon more would 
only miniſter occaſion for ſtrike, To which I have 
always a great averſion. 
2. Next, the author allows, that there are, in the 
New Teſtament, inſtances both of prayer and praiſe 
addreſſed to the Bleſſed Jeſus, as Mediator between 
God and Man. — Here then I can have no ſcruple. 
I may ſafely do, whatever the New Teſtament au- 
thorizes me to do, whether by direct Precept, or an 
allowed example. — But, 
3. He affirms, that there is not a ſingle inſtance, 
either of prayer or praiſe, addreſſed to the Holy 
Spirit, to be found in this ſacred e nor any 


precept to this purpoſe. 


I have carefully examined, and cannot deny the 
truth of this aſſertion. And I find that many per- 
fons, far more knowing than myſelf, have readily 
acknowledged this truth. — He affirms, 

4. Laſtly, that we have neither precedent nor 
precept, in any part of the Scriptures, for worſhip- 
ping the ſacred Trinity in conjunction. 

This alſo may be true: at leaſt, for my own 
part, I cannot preſume to affirm the contrary ; not 
knowing, at preſent, of either precedent or precept, 
that I can alledge as a ſufficient evidence in diſproof 

of the aſſertion. 
Is not then, you will ſay, our "au given up? I 
hope not altogether. I own the. matter, in theſe 
two laſt inſtances, ſeems to bear pretty hard upon us : 
and if we can, in any reaſonable manner, keep our 
preſent ſtanding, it muſt be, I think, upon the foot 
of ſome candid interpretation, not of an overbear- 
ing aſſertion. For we ſhould aſſert nothing in this 
caſe, which we cannot fairly ſupport upon the 
Scripture-· foundation. If we cannot 1 it 
. upon 


(4) 
upon Scripture, we cannot, I am ſure, ſupport it 
upon any inferior authority, at leaſt not with equal 
ſtrength, and ſo as to give the ſame conviction to 
others, which we may be ſo happy as to have at- 
tained ourſelves. 
So that, in order to be as favourable as I en, 
to the Church of England, and to juſtify, in ſuch 
a manner as I can, my own practice, formed upon 
her rules, I find myſelf really obliged to have re- 
courſe to ſuch an interpretation as I have mentioned, 
And, in delivering my mind upon the ſubject, I 
think it beſt to be free and open, and to ſpeak my 
ſentiments without reſerve. For this 1s evidently a 
caſe of importance z and ſurely there ſhould be no 
mincing in ſuch a caſe. 

What I have to ſay upon. the occaſion, tho? it 
may fall ſhort of the ſatisfaction which others may 
with for, and poſſibly not be in all reſpects ſo full 
to my own, as I ſhould be glad enough to find the 
ſubject would allow; ſhall yet be offered in a 
Peèaceable ſirain, with a becoming deference to eſta- 
bliſhed auchority, and with ſuch a regard to preſent 
circumſtances, as to ſhew that I am willing to put 
the moſt favourable conſtruction in my power upon 
what I find ſettled by pious men of former times; 
and that I am not forward to break with the Church, 
in whoſe communion I was educated, and in hol | 
ſervice I have been long engaged, if I may be al- 
lowed to continue in her miniſtry, retaining my pre- 
| ſent ſentiments, however different in ſome things 
from thoſe which 1 may formerly have entertained, 
For, my deſire being to continue peace as much as 
I can in regard to all matters of this kind, I think 
it my duty to accommodate myſelf, as far as my 
conſcience will permit, to preſent exigencies, be- 
having myſelf as inoffenſively as I am able, and 
forbearing as much as poſlible to give diſturbance 


to the community; yet not Fo up my Chriſtian 
es 


LS LE _ 
liberty, nor being criminally ſilent upon occaſions 
that may give me a fair opportunity to bear my 
teſtimony ; much leſs upon thoſe which ſhall mani- 
feſtly call upon me to diſcharge that duty. _ 

As to theſe two points, I make no ſcruple to 
own, that, if they had not been eſtabliſhed by the 
authority of the Church, I ſhould not have been 
the firſt to propoſe their introduction, at leaſt in the 
form wherein they are now enjoined, But, fince 
they are enjoined, all I can do, is to exerciſe the 
liberty of my own private judgmeat in regard to 
the uſe of them. It is the Je that is enjoined: 
And although no man ſhould addreſs any devotions 
to God, without having his mind aſſenting to them 
in ſome good ſenſe, wherein he can reaſonably ac- 
quieſce; yet where the more obvious ſenſe of the 
Church to which he is willing to adhere, is in ſome 
inſtances a ſenſe wherein he cannot well acquieſce ; I 
think, that in /uch a caſe (to apply the words of the 
Apoſtle) he ig not under bondage (a), but is fairly at 
liberty, when he can have no other other remedy, 
to abound in his own ſenſe (). Nor can I readily 
ſee, either that the Church can abridge (c) him of 

the 

{a) 1 Cor. vii. 18. This paſſage will be found, upon exami- 
nation, to be more pertinent to the preſent concern, than may 
be ſuppoſed at firſt view. Even vows (the matrimonial ones for 
inſtance) admitted of relief, in a caſe of real difficulty. Chriſ- 
tianity is not ſlavery : Ou SeSurwrar 6 dd , Se. In all 
| ſuch caſes, it is both natural and neceſſary to gndeavour after a 
remedy ; which common reaſon, properly apf ed, will gene- 
rally point out with eaſe and clearneſs. 

(6) Rom. xiv. 5. Vulg. verſ. 

(c) Liberty of judgment is unalienable from a reaſonable be- 
g. No Church, no ordinance of Man, can deprive him of 
it. Sur bountiful Creator has made this the priuilege or 0 
„ rogative of every rational creature. — Let a man think as 
«© freely as he pleaſes, provided he thinks honeſtly and fairly, 
and then let him ſpeak his thoughts :”” Archbiſhop Synge on 
free thinking in matters of religion, p. 8. 33.— Of the ex- 

«« plications and definitions of the Church (whether they be 
| * agreeable 


* 


(6 ) 


the liberty of putting his own conſtruction upon 


her words in the uſe of them, or that he wrongs 
the Church or his own conſcience, by underſtand- 
ing them in a ſenſe different from hers, when it is 
confidered that he underſtands them ſo to himſelf 


only, and for his own private and neceſſary ſatiſ- 


faction in a difficult caſe ; and, that bis underſtand- 


« agreeable to Scripture) every particular Chriſtian is to judge 
« according to the beſt of his own underſtanding, and the beſt 
« helps he can procure :” Dr. T: rapt on the Trinity, p. 9. — 
« believe the Scripture, becauſe I take it to be the Word of 
« God. I believe an article of faith, becauſe it is in the 
© Scripture : But when I come to accommodate ſuch article to 
right reaſon, I do no more think my/e/f tied up to other men's 
* meaſures, than I think that zhey are to be tied up to nine 
Mr. Staynoe's pref. to Salv. by Jeſus Chriſt, vol. 1. ; 

In theſe declarations (to which many more of this kind might 


de added from other orthodox members of our Church) we 


Have the ſenſe of theſe learned men in favour of the right of 
private judgment ; a right NY the nature and reaſon 
of things, as well as upon the avowed principles of the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation. Whether this be the ſenſe of the Church 
herſelf (eſpecially in regard to articles of faith) as it is at preſent 
the ſenſe of her moſt judicious members, I cannot take upon 
me here to affirm. I intend to conſider this matter a little, in 
a Letter which I ſhall ſubjoin to this Inquiry; and in the mean 
time ſhall only ſay, that I can ſee no medium between implicit 
faith, and the right of private judgment here aſſerted. If this 
right be denied, we are neceſſarily involved in the old con- 
feihon, - I credo quod credit Eceleſia; tho' perhaps if we are 
aſked, what it is that the Eccleſia believes, we ſhould be at a 
loſs in ſome inſtances to give a juſt account of her tenets. For 
there are more than a few of them, which are not very clear, and 
whoſe meaning therefore mult be leſs certain. There can be no 
other remedy in this caſe, if you deſtroy the right of private 

judgment, but ſubmitting to that rule recommended by the 
Jeſuits, Sub/ato proprio omni judicio, tenendus eft paratus ani mus 


ad obediendum Eccleſiæ. They ſay indeed vere Eccliſiæ, mean» 


ing their own. We, no doubt, have the ſame favourable opi- 
nion of ours, and indeed upon much better reaſons. But it 
may nevertheleſs deſerve to be conſidered, whether we do not, 
upon this narrowing principle, meet at laſt in the ſame conclu- 
ſion, viz. Believe as the Church doth, and be ready upon all occa- 
feons to ſay what the Church ſays, This however is ſubmitted to 
farther inquiry. | | . 

855 ing 


1 

ing them in ſuch a ſenſe, cannot affect the original 

bee ſo as to alter it in regard to the deſign of the 
Church, or in reſpect of the judgment and con- 
ſciences of thoſe, who can more readily acquieſce 
than himſelf can, in that original ſenſe. Such a 
_ perſon diſcharges the obligation he has taken upon 
. with regard to the Church, by publickly ng 
her forms ; ; nor can the Church, I think, inſiſt up- 
on more from him, with reſpect to her Liturgy at 
leaſt. For, her words, and his ſubſcription, de- 

mand no more in this caſe. | His ſubſcription was to 
the Uſe and as no more was required, ſo neither 

was more promiſec. 

I do nat ſay that the ali is ks ſame wich regard 
to the Articles, Nor wauld. ] juſtify, or in the 
leaſt encourage, a prevaricating ſubſcription to them. 
For which reaſon, I think it incumbent upon me to 
declare, that, in what I have hitherto ſaid, the caſe 
I had in view, was only that of paſt ſubſcriptions, 
when the ſubſcriber was well enough ſatisfied about 
the points to which he aſſented, tho* he hath ſince 
found reaſon to alter his judgment as to ſome of 
them, and thoſe, as it may ſometimes happen, 
points of no ſmall. importance. As to any future 
declarations therefore, or entering upon any freth 
engagements, let it be obſerved that I here ſay 

nochüag- 5 V | 


Theſe few abi 7 premiſed, 15 come 
now directly to the PRO in queſtion, 


1 The jr of which is, the adoration of Re Holy 
Spirit; to which we have ſeen the objections of the 
Appeal. 1 
Now allowing, as I have done, to the author of 
this treatiſe, that we have no expreſs precepts or pre- 
cedents in Scripture for ſuch an -adoration ; yet J 

hope he alſo in his turn will at leaſt make an allow- 
c | ance 


(8) 


ance of Charity to Me in My. caſe, - I am under 
engagements z which He perhaps may not be, nor 
may indeed deſire to be under. I will therefore 
do the beſt I can to ſatisfy myſelf under thoſe en- 
gagements. Nor am I altogether deſtitute of rea- 
ſons for what I do. I comply with authorized 
forms, it is true: but I do it neither lightly nor 
inconſiderately. I ſatisfy myſelf as to this point, 

in ſuch a manner as I can, upon the following 
reaſons. 

1. The Aſenipnin, and charaters as the bleſſed | 
Spirit, as ſet forth in Scripture, are ſuch, as exalt 
my ideas of him to a very high degree, and com- 
mand an uncommon veneration from me. Thoſe 
characters are really little ſhort of ee if not 
altogether ſuch. His ſearching all things, even the 
deep things of God (a), and being intimately preſent 
with our ſpirits, particularly in fervent and .devout 
prayer (4), are not the leaſt among thoſe conſidera- 
tions, which incline me to apply to him in acts of 
adoration. I conſider, | 

2. And more particularly, the ps beneficial 
and very extraordinary. operations of this divine A- 
gent, in regard to Man's Salvation ; of. which you 
have an ample account in the ſacred pages. Con- 
ſider him as a deputed Agent, if you pleaſe, whe- 
ther an Angel (according to a late hypotheſis) or. 
any other ſubordinate Being, but ſtill higher than 
all others, excepting only the Father and the Son; 
I am content you ſhould enjoy theſe: your private 
opinions, if you think you have good reaſons for 
them: nevertheleſs, as to my own part, you muſt 
give me leave to think, that T owe him a moſt ex- 
alted eſteem, and moſt ſubmiſſive deference, in 
conſideration of thoſe falytary operations which I 


a) 1 Cor. iii. 10. 
% Rom. viii. 16, 26. 


have 


have mentioned; and which are to me the founda- 
tion of joy and hope in believing. „ 
3. That though it is not ſaid of the Holy 
Spirit, Thes au men ſbould bonour Him as they bo- 
nour the Father or the Son, (an Expreſſion, by the 
way, that ſeems to be leſs generally underſtood in 
its true ſenſe, than I could wiſh it to be;) yet I 
find this divine Agent fo often placed in ſuch cloſe 
conjunction with both, in matters concerning the 
grand myſtery of Redemption, and ſometimes 
alſo, I think, in regard even to the great work of 
Creation, that I cannot eaſily ſuppoſe this would 
have been done, if he were not a Being of ſuper- 
lative excellence, nearly allied even in nature, at 
leaſt in dignity and authority, to the Supreme; 
nor can I therefore help thinking, that, ſince he is 
exhibited to our view in ſuch exalted conjunction, 
he has a juſt title to our regard, in a manner and 
degree that cannot be allowed to any inferior A- 
| om And if this regard ſhould riſe ſo high in my 
reaſt, as to terminate in actual adoration, you mult 
indulge me this liberty, when I ſeriouſly aſſure 
you, that what I do in this matter, 1s done with a 
good conſcience, and out of a zeal of love and 
eſteem (ſuppoſe it be an exuberance of both) 
which is become in a manner natural to me, 
and wherein I had rather exceed than fall ſhort of 
a juſt veneration: And I cannot but hope in 
God, that he will not lay it to my charge, that 
I thus. honour and adore his Holy Spirit, when 
it is out of pure regard to Himſelf, and when 
this honour and adoration does ultimately termi- 
nate in Him; whom I ſtill conſider as ſupreme, 
being taught ſo to do by the Scriptures which he 
_ hath given me. Fs 
If you ſhall think fit to ſay, either with reſpect 
to this, or the next great point (which I —_——_ 
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ſider by and by) that it is a voluntary humility, 


a a kind of will-worſhip not commanded ; you will 


put me to no pain, nor ſhall I be at all ſollicitous 
to deny your charge. Call it then, if you pleaſe; a 
will-worſhip; yet allow me to ſay, that it is on 
my part (for I know it ſo to be) an affectionate 
worſhip, an oblation of piety proceeding :from a 
fincere mind, and ſuch as I truſt God will gra- 
ciouſly accept, being ſo intended. Nor place, I 
pray you, this my humble devotion, upon the 
ſame footing with that worſhipping of Angels to 
which the Apoſtle alludes. For I make a wide 


difference in this caſe, and hope You alſo will. 


You perhaps judge our bleſſed Saviour to be an 
Angel, tho? unſpeakably ſuperior to all other An- 
gels; and yet you know he is to be worſhipped 
even by Angels, much more by Men. And you 
muſt likewiſe allow, that the worſhip both of Men 
and Angels hath been actually paid to him. This 


then, according to your own ſenſe, is not the 


worſhipping of Angels meant by the Apoſtle. 
Nor can I well ſuppoſe that the worſhip of the 
Holy Spirit, confidered only as an Angel (if you 
will have it ſo) is the thing intended. In ſhort, 
the worſhipping of Angels, whether you take* it 


in the ſenſe of St. Paul, or of St. John, both 


much the ſame, is in direct terms forbidden. But 
you no where find that the worſhip of the Holy 


Spirit, as ſuch, is forbidden: And though indeed 


(as I have allowed you) this worſhip is not ex- 
preſsly commanded, yet, in preſent circumſtances 
at leaſt, I very well ſatisfy my mind in what I do, 
upon the ſeveral confiderations which 1 have be- 
fore ſuggeſted, As to which, you muſt leave 


me free, as I do you, and deſire to leave all 


others. 


Had 


dP) 


# 


A A Ye. 
4 „ * 
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may pt 
little in ſome others, and but too nearly border 
upon a practice, which both of us equally diſap- 
prove, that of the popiſh ſuper- erogation. This 
Church, my Friend, whoſoever you are that may 


bs 11 ) 
Had indeed the ns 3. Offices cont; me to 


worſhip another God, a God not at all related to, 


nor approved by the One True God, much more 


2 Divinity ſet up in oppoſition to Him, to his 


bleſſed Son, and ſacred Spirit, like the deities, for 


inſtance, either of ancient or of modern Paga- 


niſm; in this caſe, I ſhould not have thought it 
deſerving a moment's conſideration, whether B 
ſhould be a Member of this Church or not. I 
ſhould at once, and for the cleareſt reaſons, have 
rejected the moſt alluring invitations to her com- 
munion. But, as things are now ordered, I hope 


I may ſtill be a Cbriſſian, and even a faithful Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, promoting the true intereſt of his 


kingdom, and what 1 apprehend to be the great 
deſign of his Goſpel, tho* I may poſſibly deny 


myſelf in ſome things, out of deference to their 


national Church wherein I miniſter, and tho” you 
Fhaps judge that I exceed my bounds a 


be of different ſentiments from me in this point, 


This Church, imperfect as you may ſuppoſe it, 
and as indeed I myſelf believe it in ſome inſtances 


to be (which I believe all other Churches are, and 
will, and muſt be, in the pgeſent world ;) yet {tilt 
retains the grand foundation, the Holy Scripture, 


and ſubmits all her determinations, and all her 


devotions, to the teſt of that unerring rule. This 
Church doth alſo expreſsly, and in repeated decla- 


rations, condemn all unwarrantable tenets, and all 
falſe worſhip. Is not this, Sir, ſome little com- 


fort, at leaſt in our preſent ſituation ? And if ſhe 


claims, in one article, an authority to determine 


in controverſies of faith; yet doth ſhe not, in 


C2 another, 


8 0 „ 
another, make the Word of God to be the ſupreme 
rule, and declare plainly, that nothing is to be 
required as neceſſary to ſalvation, but what is read 
in that Word, or may be proved thereby? I ſup- 
poſe ſhe means, — may be proved by expreſs war- 
rants taken in the moſt natural and conſiſtent ſenſe, 
and not proved by any remote, much lefs by any 
forced concluſions. And further, in the preſent 
caſe, when this Church tells me, tht ſhe is to 
judge in controverſies of faith, I ſhall give her na 
occaſion at all to judge in the point before us. I 
raiſe no controverſy : I peaceably and ſubmiſſively uſe 
her Liturgy 3 which is all that ſhe requires, in the 
caſe of publick devotions: And if, in a few inſtan- 
ces, I preſume to adapt her words to my own ſenſe, 
a ſenſe which I think can well juſtify, tho” I could 
not perhaps ſo well juſtify her own original mean- - 
ing; I hope that this may at leaſt be a venial pre- 
ſumption, and ſuch as ſhe will not be ſo unchari- 
table as to rank amongſt thoſe, which ſhe elſewhere 
denominates deadly fins. +4 
Nor would 1 have any of the members of this 
proteſtant Church to be much out of humour 
with me, for accommodating her words in the 
manner I have mentioned, The caſe evidently 
requires it, and therefore, in the reaſon of things, 
gives me leave to do ſo, For if things muſt con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the re- 
formation, without any alteration or amendment, 
in points that are manifeſtly miſapplied, and were 
certainly miſunderſtood at firſt; is there any other 
remedy now left, than either to forſake the Church, 
or, if we will continue in it, to accommodate her 
words to ſuch a ſenſe as we can honeſtly acquieſce 
in, and fairly juſtify, at leaſt to our minds, tho' 
the ſenſe to which we ſo accommodate them, be 
not the ſenſe which was originally intended? Find 
2 TY ) are 


( 13 ) 
out a medium, if you can, in the preſent” eaſeq s 
and, when you have found it, ſhew it to your 
brethren : Which will be an act of no leſs charity 
towards Them, than of piety. towards the Church. 
It is very certain, that ſince the date of free in- 
quiry, which many late occaſions have made ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, we have been obliged to enlarge 
our ſentiments; in proportion to the largeneſs of 
our inquifſes. Chriſtianity muſt otherwiſe have 
fallen a ſacrifice to Infidelity, and our thirty-nine 
articles, inſtead of being a rational ſupport-to our 
religion, would have been an unwieldy clog upon 
it, and given an advantage to the adverſary, which 
he could not but too well know how to manage to 
his credit, and our ſhame. All the more judici- 
ous modern defences of our moſt holy religion do 
_ abundantly. confirm the truth of this obſervation: 
Which defences would never have appeared in all. 
that ſtrength and clearneſs, in which they now do, 
if the authors of them had not taken a liberty 
(and a very juſt one, I think, it is) of receding 
from ſome received opinions, how ſtraitly ſoever 
bound upon them by the determinations of autho- 
Tity (a). And when we conſider further the vari- 
, MOPTORS -; | ous 


(a) A very judicious modern writer was juſtly ſenſible of 
this, when he took notice, that as the oppo/ers of the Goſpel 
| hawe frequently had recourſe to arguments ad hominem, and 

have taken advantage from modern ſyſtems, and from the 
auritings of Divines of this or that perſuaſion ; ſo the defen- 
ders of Revelation haue often found themſelves under a neceſlity 
of reducing things to the wenerable Chriſtianity of the | Netw 
Teftament, and of adwventuring no farther ; and of declinin 
the reſt as not efſential to the cauſe, and to the arenen 
Mr. Fortin, Rem. on eccl. hiſt, vol. 1. pref. p. 35. A re- 
markable inſtance of this kind may be ſeen in Dr. Stever- 
fon's conferences upon our Saviour's Miracles, p. 321, &c. 
which inſtance he introduces with theſe words: We muſt 
* diſtinguiſh betwixt the plain, neceſſary, undoubted 9 


_ the. impoſition in no other light. 


n 


ous expoſitions that have been given to our articles 


at different times ſince they were firſt compiled, 


we ſhall find a remarkable difference between ſome 


of the modern ones, and thoſe which obtained in 
the more early days; which earlier expoſitions 


were always underſtood by our forefathers to con- 


tain the genuine doctrine of our reformation. A 


Prelate of great note, who well ſaw the inſufficiency 
of all former attempts to give the ſatisfaction that 


was requiſite to men of inquiry, eſpecially in re- 


gard to ſubſcription, found it neceſſary to draw up 


a new and more rational expoſition, - ſuited to 


the larger knowledge and more accurate judgment 


of the preſent times, Which tho), at its firſt ap- 


pearance, it eſcaped not the imputation of unor- 
thodoxy and even of hereſy, from thoſe which 


were wedded to the former expoſitions, yet ſeems 


now to be generally approved, and almoſt to be 
conſidered as an authoriſed comment. Now the 


uſe I would make of this obſervation is, that 
ſince, in theſe days, a latitude of interpretation 
is found to be unavoidably neceſſary, in regard to 


the ſenſe of theſe articles; and ſince our Supe- 
riors in the Church make no objection, but ra- 


ther connive at ſuch a latitude, allowing a reaſona- 
| nable ory where the caſe requires it; we may 


«af the Chriſtian Religion, that are expreſily coptaingd 
in Scripture; and the many intricate, needle/s, and ſome- 
« times doubtful conſequences that are drawn from ſuch 
« Scripture-truths : Of which conſequences the feveral Cyreed:, 
Articles, and Confeſſions of different Churches are generally 
«« compoſed. Such conſequences, ſtriftly ſpeaking, cannot 


be points of Faith, tho* they were inforced by the higheſt 


% human authority; — nor ought they ever to be impoſed 
* under any other peril than that of inconſiſteney and ſelf- 
* contradiction.” Which, for my owh part (I cannot but 
acknowledge, I ſhould think ſufficient. And indeed, the 
more judicious part of men, in the preſent age, will conſider 


fair y 


(15 ) 
fairly preſume from hence, that theſe - venerable 


_ perſons are not unwilling to allow us the. like 
freedom of judgment, in regard to the Liturgy; 


and, provided we make no ill uſe of that freedom, 


exciting. no diſturbance in the Church, that they 
give us a tacit permiſſion to abound in our own 
ſenſe, and to interpret even this leading form in a 
ſenſe that we ſhall judge to be the moſt agreeable 
to Scripture, and to plain and common reaſon. 
Which allowance, as it ſeems to be ſufficient in a 
caſe of this nature, ſo is it indeed a condeſcenſion 
for which we cannot be too thankful to our Supe- 


riors, nor can we well expect from them a greater, 


whilſt our Liturgy continues in its preſent State. 

The way being thus cleared in ſome meaſure, 
agreeably to my own judgment at leaſt, I proceed 
the more readily and freely" to the next article. 


Having explained my ſentiments about the 1 wor- 
ap of the Holy Spirit, 


II. The ſecond main n to be conſidered is, 
the worſhip of the Holy Trinity in conjuniFion. - 


One of the principal inſtances of this kind 


occurs at the entrance of the Litany: another in 
the Communion-office, on Trinity-Sunday, beſides. the 
collect for that day. And to theſe we may add 


the doxologies and benediftions, which more fre- 


quently preſent themſelves to our view, and are 
enjoined for our uſe; as is alſo, at certain times 
of the year, the Atbangſt fan Creed, inſerted as part 
of the Common-prayer, and therefore to be read 
or uſed at ſuch times. 


As to the proper preface for Trinity-Sunday, in 


the .Communion-ſervice, I have never yet had any 
occaſion to uſe it, in the courſe of my miniſtry ; 
nor probably ever ſhall, This therefore gives me 

no 
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ing undoubtedly the Father of our Lord, and 


: * 
| . 0 4 


0 concern, eſpecially as I am only conſdering 


my own caſe. The Athbatlafian creed gives me as 
little. But then, my ſituation, whatever it is, 
may be ſomewhat leſs unhappy upon the whole, 


than that of many of my Brethren, who may be 


able to diſcern no greater authority for ſome very 


awakening parts of this creed than I do, and 


whoſe caſe I do therefore very heartily commi- 
ſerate, tho' I can no ways remedy it, I wiſh I 
could. —For further fatisfa&tion on this head (if 
any difficulty ſhould occur) I would refer you 
to the Letter which you will find at the cloſe of 


this Inquiry. 


The Litany then, the Trinity- Sunday collect, the 


 doxologies and benedifions, are the points which 


principally concern my preſent inquiry. 

I confider the two firſt, as being much of the 
fame nature, and therefore admitting of the ſame 
explanation. I have ſaid before, that I find my- 
ſelf obliged, in ſome particulars, to put a different 
conſtruction upon the words of our Church, from 
what it is more than probable ſhe might originally | 
intend, If I am not not allowed to do this 
(which I know ſome of my Brethren will not be 
very forward to allow me) I own very freely, 
that I cannot with a good conſcience continue in 
her miniſtration, as the circumſtances thereof are 
now ſettled. Burt to let this paſs for the preſent, 
and 'till I may be convened upon this ſubje& by 


lawful Superiors (who, I believe, are generally 


more favourable, than ſome of their inferiors are, 
in dealing with tender corſciences) I would ob- 


ſerve, in the firſt place, with regard to the Li- 


tany, that the great and primary object of all 
Chriſtian worſhip is addreſſed at the very entrance 
of this office: O God the Father of heaven, mean- 


the 


a 


5 C97 

the - ſupreme Father of us all. Here then we 
have clearly the main point ſecured : Thou fhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and Him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve : the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father, 


&c. If therefore we worſhip the Son, next, and 
the bleſſed Spirit after him, the order of precedence, 


here laid laid down, will naturally ſuggeſt to us, 
that the ſupreme worſhip is paid to the Fatber, 


and that the ſubſequent worſhip (that of the 


Son and Holy Spirit) is of an inferior nature : 
which is agreeable to the allowed rule, approved 
even by the moſt orthodox, as far as my little 
reading extends, viz, that there is a ſubordination 


in the Holy Trinity. If there be a ſubordination 


(as IJ really believe there is) then the caſe is 
clear : We worſhip the Father in the firſt place, as 


ſupreme, We worſhip the Son and Holy Spirit, 


as ſubordinate to the Father: And when we join 
the ſacred Three in One, at the concluſion of 
theſe addreſſes, we refer this worſhip ultimately 
(or J at leaſt do, in my way of applying theſe 
petitions) 0 the glory of God the Father, For we 


conſider all the Three as uniting in the ſame 
great and good deſign, the ſalvation of our 
ſouls, through the Goſpel-covenant. And ſince. 


the Church, for certain, intends: no other wor- 
ſhip, than what is agreeable to the Goſpel (of 
which her intention ſhe ' has over and over 
aſſured us, making the ' Scripture her ſupreme 
rule) we may, I think, in this caſe, very ſafely 
and honourably acquieſce, keeping to the Scrip- 


ture as our grand rule, and accommodating the 
offices of our Church, as well as we can, to that 
rule. For thougn the meaning of the Church, 


at the compiling of thoſe offices, might be dif- 
ferent (nor do I make the leaſt queſtion but it 
was ſo) yet of this I am ſure, that ſhe could 
We D intend 
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Way" no other meaning upon- the whole, than | 


what ſhould be agreeable to the Holy Scriptures. 

Indeed ſhe might not ſo readily underſtand them 
at firſt, in their genuine ſenſe, upon this fubject 
(how could it well be expected that ſhe ſhould ?) 
yet ſhe plainly acknowledges them, in the laſt re. 

ſult, to be her true and only ſtandard, a ſtandard 
from which there could be no appeal made either 
by herſelf or by any other. To this ſtandard then 
we are tied down by the Church herſelf. God and 
his Word are ſuperior to all Churches. And every 


thing done in the Churches muſt yield to that 
ſupreme authority, upon which all Churches are 


originally founded. If they are not founded upon 
this, and directed by it, they cannot be true 
Churches of Chriſt. 

I will now take the liberty to lay before you the 
ſenſe, in which I ſometimes offer up the intro- 
ductory petitions in the Litany, when I addreſs 


the Holy Trinity together in my private devo- 


tions. I do it by way of Paraphraſe, in the fol- 
lowing manner: 


O God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 


dwelleſt in the higheſt heavens, have mercy pon me 
a miſerable ſinner. 
O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the moſt High 
God, and Redeemer of the world, have mercy, &c. 

O holy and gracious Spirit, the Spirit of the Fa- 


ther and the Son, ſanfiifying the hearts of all the 


faithful ſervants of God, have mercy, &c. 
O boly, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, Father, Son, 


> and Holy Spirit, agreeing and acting in perfect Unity 


for Man's Salvation, have mercy, &c 
Theſe paraphraſes (which no one can ſay are 
not truly orthodox, and which any Chriſtian who 
approves of them, may freely uſe when he is 
praying in private) may be expreſſed more _ 
ciſely 


2 
* 


(uw 


ciſely thus, and the text, I preſume, be underſiood 1 


accordingly: 
O God the Father, &c. O Son of God, &c. o 


holy Spirit of God, &c. O Father, Son, and holy 


Spirit, &c. 

To preſerve the divine Unity clear of all incon- 
ſiſtences, I think it proper to remark, that by the 
word God, in the ſecond and third invocations, I 


underſtand, a divine Perſon, or Agent. I do not 


quarrel with any one elſe, who underſtands the 
word here in a higher and ſtricter ſenſe than I do. 
To be ſure, every man has, or ought to have, his 
reaſons for the ſenſe which he eſpouſes. I eſpouſe 
that ſenſe, which appears to me to be agreeable to 
Scripture ; and do believe that alone to be fully 
ſufficient for all the purpoſes of piety and ſalvation. 
Both which I as heartily with to every man living, 


as I do to myſelf. 
I have given you, in the cleareſt manner I 


could, my ſenſe of the introductory clauſes of the 
Litany. In this ſenſe I apply them, in my pri- 


vate or ſolitary devotions. And now, if I pre- 


ſume to put the ſame ſenſe upon the words, 
when I offer. them up in publick, doing it only, 
as I ſaid, in my own mind, without intruding my 
ſenſe upon the minds of others, can you reaſonably 
blame me? What izjury do I herein do to any 
others? How do I in the leaſt obſtruct, how do I 
in the leaſt interfere with, the ſincerity and ortho- 
doxy of their devotions? I would not, upon any 
account, or in any way, put a ſtop to the. cur- 


rent of Ancere devotion, I would ſtrengthen, * 


would promote it by all the means in my power. 
And ſince I do not trouble my congregation with 
my own private notions about this point (I never 
did, nor ſhall ever chuſe to do it, ſo long as I 
continue to officiate in this Church) they go on as 
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they did before, and I go on as I do at preſent: 
They neither offend Me, nor J Them, in regard 

to any private ſentiments on theſe heads. Let 

| theſe ſentiments be left free. They ought to be 
leftſo: and it is in vain to attempt to enthrall | 
them to any authority leſs than divine. All the 
authority in the world cannot over-rule them. No \ 
other force can do in this caſe, but the force of 
conviction. I hope then that I am at liberty as my 
congregation is: A liberty which 1 deſire may 

always be continued on both ſides, fince 1 judge 

it to be a moſt reaſonable liberty, eſpecially in the 

ſituation we are in at preſent ; when our Church 
continues to enjoin ſome things, which I charita- 

bly preſume ſhe would not have enjoined, had ſhe 

been equally enlightened at the time of our reſor- 

mation, as very happily ſhe ſeems to be at his 

time, after a long and diligent ſearch into the 

Scriptures ; towards which we have had far greater 

helps, than our good reformers, at their firſt 

emerging, out of popery, either had themſelves, or a 5 

could well imagine that We ſhould have after 

them, and, at the ſucceſs of which, they would 
moſt certainly have now rejoiced, had they been 
ſo happy as to ſee the improvements we have made 
in Chriſtian knowledge (I wiſh I could alſo ſay, in 

Chriſtian piety and charity) ſince their time. 

As to the Colle for Trinity-Sunday, . which 
comes next to be conſidered, there is nothing in 
it, as far as I can ſee, that can create a ſcruple to 
one who is perſuaded that, in worſhipping the bleſ- 
ſed Trinity, we are evermore to regard the God and 
Father of all, as the primary object of our worſhip. 
This being once granted, as it cannot well be de- 
nied, nor will be by any who conſiſtently acknow- 
ledge the ſuperiority of the Holy Scripture to any 
human injunctions, it will follow, as was before 

| obſerved, 


6 —— 
obſerved, that the worſhip of the Son and of the Spi- — reel 
rit is in all ſuch cafes to be conſidered as ſubordinate ' 
to the worſhip of the Father. In this collect there- 


fore, as by the confeſſion of a true faith we acknowledge 
the glory of the eternal Trinity, ſo in the power of the 


divine Majeſty we are taught to worſhip the Unity. 1 


have no ſcruple about the expreſſion eternal Tri- 
nity. For whatever the Church might at firſt in- 


tend, as to the whole three Perſons being coeternal 


together and ceequal, MY ſenſe of the expreſſion 
is this, and the expreſſion itſelf will very well 


bear it: God the Father (as is acknowledged by 
all) is eternal. The Spirit alſo (in whatever ex- 


tent the words are to be taken) has this high at- 


tribute aſcribed to him (a). And though the Son 


is no where, that I know of, in expreſs terms 
called eternal (unleſs you ſuppoſe him to be ſo in 


ſome few paſſages (5), which nevertheleſs may not 
ſtrictly denote an abſolute eternity ;) yet, which 


will amount to the ſame thing in regard to our 
preſent inquiry, he is certainly repreſented to us, 


in the way of compariſon at leaſt, as being with- 


out either beginning of days, or end of life (c). We 


need not trouble ourſelves about any niceties in 
this matter. For though it is poſſible enough, 
and not at all improbable, that both theſe ſacred 
Ferſons, the Son and the Spirit, might have a 

beginning of exiſtence, at ſome very remote pe- 
riod of time, within the boundleſs. extent of eter- 
nity ; yet this, I think, is certain, that the holy 
Scripture does no where point out to us that pe- 


' riod, or the PI date and firſt-ſpring of the 


* ) Heb. ix. 14. Vid. Rom. i. 4.—viii. 11. and 1 Pet. 


Ns 
* Such as Ja. ix. 7, Mic. v. 2. Job. i. 1. &c. 
(c) Heb. vii. 3, 


exiſtence 
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( 22 ) 
exiſtence of either (d). So that here we may be 
very eaſy, neither going farther than the Scripture 
will warrant us, nor ſetting any bounds to this 
matter where the Scripture hath ſet none. We 


acquieſce, in ſhort, in an #ndefinite eternity, or 


what on the preſent occaſion we may very well - 


allow to be ſuch, without inquiring farther. And 


the rule, I ſuppoſe, may be applied in all parallel 
caſes, as far as we ſhall, Bond fide, find the words 


to be fairly capable of ſuch an interpretation. 


For (to repeat my memento) I am by no means 
for encouraging prevarication. It is not juſtifiable 
in any caſe, much leſs in things ſacred. In the 
power of the divine Majeſty, we worſhip the Unity: 
which, in My ſenſe, is, We worſhip One God. 
Let who will diſlike or oppoſe this ſenſe. The 


(4) This, I apprehend, was the reaſon why ſome of the 
ancients, particularly Oyigen, reckoned it preſumption to fix any 
beginning of exiſtence in caſes of this kind, where the Scripture 
ka bers upon the reſerve. Hejudged it ſufficient, for inſtance, 
to ſay, that the Son exiſted ve aiwywy, before the ages, or 
from time undetermined. And Nonnus, paraphraſing the firſt 
verſe of St. John, ſpeaks diſcreetly enough, Tk 

Axeovos nv, dl xn; EN APPHTQ AOCTOS APXH : 


As much as to ſay, 7 he beginning of the Logos is not ſpecified. 


I wiſh both the ancients and moderns had ſtopped here. But 
we often fee a luxuriance of invention on this head in both. 
And I cannot but remark, that it is a common, though, [ 
think, an unjuſtifiable practice in many interpreters of Scrip- 
ture, eſpecially when they are treating upon ſuch ſubjects, 
to fix too particular a ſenſe on general expreſſions. It were 
beſt to keep in the middle way between extremes; to con- 
fider the nature of the ſacred language; to obſerve well 
the general ſcope and deſign ; not to be too minute, where 
minuteneſs was not intended; and never to put any force 
upon divine revelation, eſpecially with a view to ſerve any 
hypotheſis ; bat to let revelation freely ſpeak its own mean- 
ing, and to take that meaning in the moſt rational and con- 
ſiſtent ſenſe that we poſſibly can. This honeſt ingenuity, 
and laudable indifference to the dictates of ſyſtem, ! would in 
time do great honour and ſervice to the Chriſtian religion. 


collect 


(23) 


collect gives me leave to ſay. That the God whom 
] worſhip is that One God, mentioned at the 
beginning and ending of this form, who liveth 
and reigneth world without end. More liberty in 
this caſe I deſire not. 


Now therefore, to ſum up the whole of my 
argument on this head, and give you in one vier 


| the ſenſe in which [ worſhip the holy Trinity : 

1. I worſhip One God, even the Father, who 
(as is confeſſed by all parties) is ſupreme over 
all, 

2. I worſhip the Son of God, not only as 1 
have the higheſt honour for him on account of his 
redeeming love, but as I have moſt certain warrants 

of holy Scripture for paying adoration to him. 
. I worſhip the Holy Ghoſt, or eternal Spirit, 


not indeed as having expreſs order or even ex- 


ample to do ſo (at leaft, I know of none) but 
vpon the account of his ſupereminent characters 
in Scripture, and more eſpecially his moſt ſalutary 
influences in all the concerns of our falvation. 
This is ſufficient for Me, — it ſhould not be ſo 
for Bros other. 

I worſhip the ſacred Three conjunctly, be- 
| ans each of them is repreſented to me in Scrip- 
ture, as concurring in the ſame great un and 
conjunctly operating therein. 

If theſe be not jufficient reaſons for my ſting 
in the manner I do, and my acquieſcing as well as 
1 can in the preſent forms, tho* they be not ſo 
exactly ſcriptural as I could wiſh them to be; I 


own, without any prevarication or reſerve, and 


without the leaſt fear of any conſequences in the 


preſent world, that I have no other nor any better 


reaſons to offer on this head, Theſe reaſons ap- 
pear to me to be juſt; and, being ſo to Myſelt, 


no other perſon, I conceive, nor, | will preſume 
to 
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(244) 
to ſay farther, has any Church in the world, any 


authority over, or any concern to interpoſe in my 


private ſentiments. I declare openly what my fen- 
timents are. I cannot therefore be ſaid to prevari- 
cate. I do not prevaricate with others, for I tell 
them my mind honeftly, I do not prevaricate 
with myſelf, if I know my own heart, Nor, I 


_ humbly hope, do I prevaricate with my God, who 
is greater than my heart, and knoweth all things. 


If my gracious God ſeeth me to be in any 
error (which is more than I know of ) relating to 
this point, I truſt myſelf, without any miſgiving 
apprehenſions, in his merciful hands, upon the 


terms of that gracious covenant which he hath 


revealed in his Goſpel. That covenant, I know, 
is indulgent to all, who do not err of malicious 
wickedneſs; which I am ſure is not my caſe in 
this point, nor, I truſt, ever will be in this or in 
any other. If therefore I am miſtaken, as I more 
than flatter myſelf that I am not, the Lord pardon 
his ſervant in this thing, and ſhew me that miſ- 


take and its conſequences, of which at preſent he 


is not apprehenſive. 


Will it be needful now, after this large detail of 
Dec, to deſcend to the doxologies and bene- 
diftions ? If it be, I will give a clear and rational 
account of my ſentiments, giving it with all the 
ſincerity becoming a Chriſtian and a Divine, and 
with all the deference that is due to human au- 
_ 


I. Firſt for the doxologies. 

That I may procced upon a right foundation, 
I think it proper to begin with certain paſſages of 
Scripture, which I have noted down for my uſe 
upon this occaſion. 

5 © )The 


0 25 5 
FA ) The Scripture-rule, in general, is, That wwe 
are to aſcribe glory to God the Father, by or through 
his Son Feſus. Chriſt, This is a plain rule, ſuited to 
every underſtanding ; and it is grounded upon the 


following paſſages, ſet down in a regular  progreſ- 


ſion, and mutually illuſtrating, one another. 

1 Cor. x. 31. Iban ye do, do all zo the 
glory of God. 
ao. ü 17. WWhatfoever ye do, in —— or > deed, 

do all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks 
ro God even the Father by Him. 

1 Pet. iv. 11. That God in all things may be 
glorified through Feſus Chriſt, 

Eph. i. 14, 17. Unto the glorious praiſe of the 
God of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of glory. 

1 Pet. v. 10, 11. To the God of all grace, 
who bath called us into his eternal glory by Jeſus 
Chriſt, be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Eph. iii. 14, 15, 21. Unto the Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt (of whom the whole family in 


heaven and earth is named) unto Him be glory in the 
Church by Chriſt Feſus, throughout all ages, world 
without end, Amen. 

More paſſages of this kind might be added; 
but more are not neceſſary. You ſee they all center 


in the general rule before laid down. This then is 


the main foundation of all Chriſtian doxologies; 
and indeed of all Chriſtian worſhip: All is to be 
directed to the glory of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to terminate ultimately there... 

(2.) The author of the Appeal (who ſeems to 
have as little partiality as moſt men) has very ho- 
neſtly and honourably pointed to ſome paſlages, 
which aſcribe glory to the Son of God. Theſe 
need not. be here produced, fince they are to be 


found in his treatiſe, p. 164, 165. To the Son 
| 2 ” there- 
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( 20 * 
therefore we may ſafely aſcribe glory, vs the 


-. Scripture hath done fo. 


(3.) I would go a ſtep Carther, and offer a re- 
mark or two which I have not elſewhere met 


with, but which I hope may be of uſe in conſi- 
| dering the preſent ſubject. In ſome parts of the 


book of Revelation, J obſerve a kind of compli- 
cated doxologies. You will underſtand what I 
mean, and may form your obſervations accord- 
ingly, from the following account. . 

Chap. xi. 15, 16. The heavenly voices, or 
loud acclamations in heaven, proclaim the kingdoms 
of our LORD | Jehovah] and of his CHR IST, 
giving aſſurance that He ſhall reign for ever and 
ever, or that the univerſal empire of God ſhall _ 
finally prevail and flouriſh through everlaſting ages. 
Immediately after, the twenty-four Elders fall 
proſtrate, and worſhip GOD. 

Chap. v. 8,—14. The Cherubim and theſe | 
rwenty-four Elders fall down before the LAMB, 
and, joining in folemn adoration to him, ſay, 7. hou 
art worthy, '&c. Preſently after, we find many 
Angels uniting in the chorus, and ſaying, Worthy 
is the LAMB that was ſlain to receive power, and 
riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
glory, and ble Nang ng. After this, every part of the 
creation joins, proclaiming with united voices, 
Bleſſing, and honour, - and glory, and power, be unto 


ATR THAT SITTETH UPON THE 


T HR ONE, and unto the LAMB, for ever and 
ever. Which ſolemn act of worſhip the Cherubim 
conclude with their united Amen: and immediately 
hereupon the twenty-four Elders fall down, and 
worſhip the everlaſting GO D, | Him that tveth for 
ever and ever.] 
Chap. vii. 9, — 12. An innumerable multitude 
of all nations and en, wich united voices, 
ſet 


(27) 
fet forth this ſong of praiſe, Salvation io our 
GOD who fitteth upon the Throne, and unto the 
LAMB. All the Angels fall proſtrate before the 
Throne, and worſhip GOD, ſaying Amen to the 
praiſes that had been offered u p by the multitude, 
and adding further, Bleſſing, and glory, and wiſdom, 
and thankſgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our GOD for ever and ever. 


Amen. 
Let us now review the paſſages that we un 


cited. 

In the firſt, we ſee that tlie heavenly voices 10 
claimed the glory of the great GOD, and of his 
CHRIST); conjunctly. The Elders ſucceeding 
as it were in the ſame breath, and uniting in devo- 
tions, worſhip G O D. 

In the ſecond, we obſerve that the Cherubim and 
Elders give glory to the LAM B. The Angels, 
Joining the Elders, renew the doxology. The 
whole creation glority GO D and the LAMB 
together. The Cherubim confirm the glorifica- 
tion: and the Elders conclude it with falling down 
and worſhipping the One ETERNAL, 

In the third paſſage, we have a vaſt multitude 

all nations, giving glory to GOD and the 
LNB. B. The Angels, joining and confirming 
the praiſes of the multitude, which had thus been 
addreſſed to both, cloſe up the doxology, by di- 
recting it ſingly to GOD. Which is alſo done 
by the Cherubim and the Elders in Chap. iv. 
8,.— 11. This was the great foundation laid by 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf, as we ſee in the conclu- 
ſion of that divine prayer, which he has given us 
for a pattern as well as form: THINE, O Fa- 
ther, is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory 


for ever and ever. 
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C's : 
The Obſervations that preſent themſelves upon 
this ſhort review, are theſe : e 
1. That ſince glory is given to GOD and the 
LAM B, given to both together, and in the ſame 
words to both; we may reaſonably hope that we 
are not out in our reckoning, when we judge it 
allowable to imitate ſo unexceptionable an example. 
2. That ſince the glory in each of theſe in- 
ſtances is found to terminate finally in God; this 
ſhews, that all the glory aſcribed to the Lamb, 
tho? ſometimes couched (as was obſerved in the 
ſame words, and thoſe addreſſed to both at once, 
is yet intended, in its ultimate reference, to center 
in the Father only. „ 3 
3. That from hence we may be allowed, by 
parity of reaſon, to draw a charitable argument in 
favour of 'our joining both in prayer, as well as in 
praiſes : and conſequently, that our addreſſes of 
this kind; at the entrance of our Litany, and in 
ſome other forms enjoined, are not without a juſti- 


fiable foundation. 


Some perhaps will think further, that ſuch 
complex doxologies do plainly imply unity of 
efſence, conſubſtantiality, & c. I ſhail have no diſ- 
Pute with thoſe who think ſo. They may freely, 
for Me, enjoy their opinion. My own concluſion 
is only this: All glory, and all prayer, is directed 
ultimately to the Father, and terminates in him 
alone. | 1. | 

If it be aſked, How then comes the Son to have 


the ſame honours paid him that the Father hath, 


and to be glorified in fuch cloſe conjunction with 
him? I ſhall only ſay, that the reaſon ſeems to me 
to be obvious : The Son is now joined with the Fa- 
ther: He ſitteth on the Father's throne, and is at 


the right hand of his Father. He is the Prince, 
the AgX1 and the Ag of the whole creation. 


The 


* 


„ 


The whole creation is his: The whole creation 
 _ owes him praiſe: The whole creation owes him 


love: The whole \ creation owes him obedi- 
ence. For he alone is conſtituted by and un- 
der God to have the great command of all till 


the laſt concluding ſcene. To him therefore with 


the Father (but to the Father ſupremely) be glory 
and adoration for ever and ever. For the praiſes 
of him ſhall not ceaſe, when he ſhall. have reſigned 
his kingdom. The glory will be ſtill due, and 
will therefore continue to be given, throughout 
endleſs ages. | | | 
Thus far we ſeem to have advanced with ſo 
degree of clearneſs and certainty in our inquiries, 


But when we come to inquire next, what glory, 


or what degrees of it are to be aſcribed to the third 


Perſon in the divine Trinity, the Scriptures are 


as ſilent here, as they are in regard to the invoca- 


tion of him in prayer: An obſervation, by the 
way, that is by no means favourable to the re- 
ceived hypotheſis cancerning him. I do not know 


that this obſervation has been inſiſted upon in this 


view, yet may probably deſerve ſome conlidera- 


tion. But this, as I ſaid, only in paſſing, The 
difficulty of another kind, ſuggeſted by the ſilence 


which I mentioned, ſeems to lay a more imme 
diate claim to my preſent notice, and that upon a 


conſideration which in the preſent exigence 1s to Me 
of greater moment. In this difficulty, I muſt 
confeſs ingenuouſly, that I have no other reaſons 
to give, in juſtification of the compliance I yield 
in this reſpect, but thoſe which I have offered un- 
der a former article. And yet it ſeems, not alto- 
gether unreaſonable to draw ſome favourable con- 
cluſions on this head, tho' ſparingly and with a 
proper diffidence, from the Scripture- benedictions; 
in ſome of which, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, not 
only the Son but the Holy Ghoſt alſo is joined 


with 
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with the Father, and is repreſented, together with 


* both, as diſpenſing grace and bleſſings to the 


Church. EO . 

As to the earlier doxologies of the ancient 
Church, which were generally more ſimple, as they 
were nearer the times of the Scriptures; ſome of 
them, as Biſhop Bull informs us (a), were expreſſed 
in theſe words, Glory be to the Father and the Son 
in the unity of the Holy Ghoſt. That of Polycarp, 
which was of more early date, ſeems to be rather 
more ſcriptural, or to carry more of the reſem- 
blance of the ſcripture- forms. Addreſſing the 
moſt high God, creator of heaven and earth, I 
«< praiſe thee, ſays he, for all things, I glorify 
5 thee, thro' the eternal High Prieſt Jeſus Chriſt, 
<< thy beloved Son: Thro' whom, to Thee, with 
* Himſelf, in the Holy Ghoſt, be glory, now 
e and for ever.“ (5 The ſucceeding ages took 


greater liberties, ſuch as the Scriptures will not 


warrant, neither are we bound to imitate. | 

Let us now deſcend to the doxologies of our 
own Church. For here lies at preſent our chief 
concern. That which is the ofteneſt recited in our 
aſſemblies is, Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, I have acknowledged 
that we have no command in Scripture, nor in- 
deed any precedent, for giving glory to the Holy 
Spirit. But I conſider, as I ſaid before, his divine 


operations and characters. And as, in prayer, 1 


lay ſome ſtreſs upon the order of precedence, fo I 
do here, The ſupreme glory 1s certainly aſcribed 
to the Father, who, being the firſt, 1s therefore the 
ſupreme in that order, in all the doxologies of our 
eſtabliſhment. Thus in the hymn of praiſe at the 


64) Engliſh Works, vol. iii. p. 841. 
( Apud Euſeb. eccl. hiſt. lib. iv. c. 15. 


Com- 


” E 4 
Communion, - Glory be to God on high: God, you 
_ obſerve, in the abſolute ſenſe ; the ſame to whom 
alone the ſupreme divinity is appropriated ; and to 
whom the Scripture emphatically gives this title, 
to which none other being can lay equal claim. 
What follows is to the ſame purpoſe, and is a far- 
ther illuſtration of the ſubject: We praiſe thee, &c. 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father al- 
mighty: as in the preceding Creed, I believe in 
ONE GOD the FATHER almighty. 

The ſupreme glory, being thus directed to the 
Father, and appropriated to him, we next glorify 
the Son, as it meet and our bounden duty, But the 
words here are not near ſo ſtrong as they are in the 
former clauſe : O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jeſu 
Chriſt, O Lord God, Lamb of God (i. e. Lamb of 
the moſt high God) Son of the Father, — Thou that 
fitteſt at the right hand of GOD THE FATHER. 
There is nothing here but what is ſtrictly ſcriptu- 
tural. For all theſe appellations are given to 
Chriſt in the New Teſtament. This, with very 
little variation, being one of the ancient hymns at 
communions, we are to take it as nearly as we 
can (I mean, conſiſtently with our ſuperior regard 
to Scripture) in the ſenſe of the ancients: Whoſe 
ſenſe is well known, in reſpect of ſubordination 
and precedence; But, even waving this advan- 
tage, the words themſelves will point out to us 
the true Scriptural- diſtinction, and direct us to ap- 
ply it. And I apprehend we may uſe them in our 
own ſenſe, ſuch as we ſhall judge to be the moſt 
rational, and moſt agreeable to Scripture. 

If we now proceed to the remainder of this 
doxology, we ſhall find the whole of it ſummed 
up in a proper and juſt concluſion : Thou only 
art holy (ſpeaking to Chriſt the Holy One of 
God) thou only art the Lord, the Lord of the 

. Church, 
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Church, ſo appointed by the Father: Thou only, O 
Cbriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt highvwu-the 
glory of God the Father. Could any words make 


the thing plainer in this caſe? Our bleſſed Lord, 


the God of every reaſonable and intelligent being, as 


ſome of the ancients ſtyled him in their offices, 


He, with the Holy Chop, is moſt high over all 


created beings, in the glory of the One Great God 
and univerſal Father of all. Therefore we may 
juſtly ſay,as in the concluſion of a preceding prayer, 


Through Jeſus Chriſt, by bim, and with him, in the 


wnity of the Holy Ghoſt (a primitive expreſſion, as 


was before ew ) all honour and glory be unto 


Thee, O FATHER ALMIGHTY, world 


Without end, Which is indeed a noble doxology, | 


and, as it appears to Me, very worthy of the ap- 
probation of all Chriſtians. Would the Chriſtian 


Church be content with this form alone, I ſhould 
neither be one of the laſt to approve, nor one of 


the firſt to object. 


Now to return to the Gloria Patri. This, i | 


plain words, is my ſenſe of it; find fault, if you 


Pleaſe, or can, 


Glory be to the Father above all, as the Creator, 
Preſerver, and Governor of all Things : Glory be 
to the Son as our Redeemer, and Advocate with 


the Father: Glory be to the Holy Ghoſt, as our 


Comforter, Sanctifier, and Guide, — Or, more 
briefly thus, but ſtill to the ſame purpoſe : Glory 


to God the Father almighiy, Maker of heaven and 


earth: And to Feſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord: 


And to the Holy. Ghoſt, who Santiifieth all the elect 


people of God. 

Before I proceed further, I think it proper to 
take notice of the doxologies at the end of ſome 
of our Colle#s, which commonly run in this ſtyle : 
Who liveth and regnen with Thee and the Holy 


Ghoſt, 


— — 


E 
Ghoſt, One God, &c. Who livetb and reigneth with 
Thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, &c. 
Where with Thee, O Father, and Thee, O Holy 
Ghoſt, he liveth and reigneth ever, One God, &c. 
And, ſhall I add that in the office of Reſtauxation, 
which hath ſomewhat in it more ſingular thah all 
the reſt, ui. To Feſus Chriſt our only Saviour and 


| Redeemer, with Thee, O Father, and (a) GOD the 


Holy Ghoſh, be all glory in the Church throughout all 


ages, world without end? Which, by the way, 


may be compared with '£pþ. iti. 21; where there 
is more ſimplicity, and yet as good divinity. 


a) Why the word Cod has been dropped in fo many late 
editions of this Office (in all at leaſt that I have ſeen, not ex- 
cepting even thoſe under the care of his Majeſty's Printer, or 
of our two Univerſities) may be a ſubject that will admit of 
ſome ſpeculation. The word was firſt inſerted (for ſome par- 
ticular reaſon, no doubt, tho' I cannot be ſure what that 
reaſon was) when this Office was reviſed and enlarged by royal 
authority, in 1692; and was continued in it for many years 
after, ſo far down at leaſt as 1724, and how much lower I 
know not. I have ſeveral reaſons to induce me to ſuppoſe, 
that the preſent omiſſion is not the effect of overſight. But, 


| howſoever it has happened, I have for my own part no ob- 


jection to it, and indeed I think the word was thruſt in very 
odly before : With thee, O Father, and with GOD the rae 4 
Ghoſt; as if ſome particular diſtinction were here intended, 


for which one can ſee no juſt reaſon, nor readily imagine the 


leaſt occaſion, Since the word is now generally, if not 


always omitted in our laſt editions, theſe two obſervations 


fee to be obvious: (1.) That in thoſe Churches where the 
older editions are flill in uſe, the word God is ſtill read, in the 
others not. In this inſtance then, the rule of exact unifor- 
mity falls under ſome variation. Nor are Miniſters to blame, 
who omit what they find omitted in their book, and what in- 


deed was not jnſerted in the original office, as drawn up in 


1662. (2.) That, if there be a juſt reaſon for ordering of 
conniving at this omiſſion, it may well be preſumed that there 
may be reaſons equally juſt for allowing of ſome other ſmall 


_ omiſſions, eſpecially in difficult caſes, and where ſuch omiſ- 


ſions are in a manner neceſſary to be made, tho! ſtill to be 
made with prudence, and in the moſt peaceable manner 


poſſible. 
e 5 Now, 
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Now, in the application of theſe, my rule is the 

ſame as it is in regard to all other doxologies. I 
direct them all primarily to the Father as ſupreme? 


and to the Son and Holy Spirit, in the way of 


ſubordination only; all of them ultimately, ac- 
cording to the apoſtolical rule, 20 the glory of G 
the Father (6). The collect for Trinity-Sunday, 


and that for the feſtival of St. Thomas, ſpeak my 
ſenſe of this matter with ſufficient clearneſs : Al- 
mighty and everlaſting God, — who liveſt and reigneſt 


One God, world without end. — Hear us, O Lord, 
through Jeſus Chriſt; to whom with thee and the 
Holy Ghoſt be all honour and glory now and for ever. 


As does alſo that in the ordination of Prieſts, — 


To the glory of Thy Name, &c. through the merits 
of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, world without end. 


And this other, — That Thy holy Name may be for 
ever glorified, — through thy Son Feſus Chriſt our 


Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, world without end. 

I would here, by. the way, beſtow a remark or 
two upon an expreſſion in this Office, which car- * 
ries: the point very high in regard to'the divinity of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 7 


{6) In Gen. xvi. 13. © Hagar gives God the glory, tho? 
“ ſhe addreſſes herſelf to an Angel the Meſſenger of God”. 
Knewles's anſwer to the EJ. on Sp. p. 47. Where he might 
alſo have taken notice of the two paſſages referred to in the 
margin of our Bibles; which would have helped towards 
clearing the matter further. I think he has not ſufficiently 
reſcued this paſſage out of the hands of the Eſſayer, tho” 
I am much pleaſed, and not a little ſatisfied with his re- 
marks upon ſome others, and with ſome of them even here. Still 
I muſt ſay, that to Me the ſubject wants a little more clearing, 
in {ome inſtances, on both ſides. By the means of modeſt 
and impartial diſcuſſions, frequently renewed, Truth will 


either find, or force its way in time. Which is all I wiſh 


for, 


Come, 


Co) 
an 2 ETERNAL GOD, Kc. 


The original (commonly aſcribed to st Am- 


broſe, and appropriated at firſt, as we are told, to 
the Pentecoſt) is not quite ſo ſtrong: 


Veni, Creater Spiritus, &c. 


I will not inquire into the particular * of the 
Poet as to the word Creator, whether it be meant 
of the new and mental creation, as the next lines 
ſeem to imply, 


Mentes tuorum viſita, 
Imple ſupernd gratis 
Quæ Tu 1 Pectora, 


Or whether of tha firſt creation of th material 
world ; which laſt appears appears to be the leſs | 


probable ſenſe of the two, tho? a ſenſe to which I 
myſelf, as 1 intimated before, would make no ex- 
ception : I think it. ſufficient to obſerve here, that 
the lines which immediately follow in the original 
(and to which Duport's Greek . 2 
conforms) are theſe, 


Qui diceris Parachtus, 
R DONUM Dei. 


Where our Engliſh tranſlation alſo, which is to Us 
of more authority than either, makes the ſame juſt 


acknowledgment : 


Thou art the very Comforter, — 
The beaveniy GIFT of God moſt _ 
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And let me obſerve further, in reference to the 


expreſſion firſt produced, that the authors of 


our laſt Review, giving this hymn a new tranſla- 
tion and abridging it, thought fit to drop the words 
of King Edward's verſion, which appeared ta 
have no ſufficient warrant from the original, and 
to expreſs themſelves in this more ſimple and eaſy 
manner, . = "IF xn 


Come, Holy Ghoſt, our fouls inſpire, &c, 


And as they have placed their own tranſlation be- 


fore the other, as being, I ſuppoſe, in their opi- 
nion, preferable ; the modern practice at ordina- 


tions, as far as I have heard or ſeen, follows the 


intimation given; the new verſion alone being 


uſed, and the other omitted. 


This, as I ſaid, only by the way: For I have 
no concern of my own with ordinations : Nor, if 
I had, would I readily prefer the older verſion ta 


that of later date. 


There is one thing more, relating to the Collet#s, 
which has occurred to me ſince I began this In- 
quiry, and may deſerve ſome little notice in paſ- 
ſing. A late author upon the attributes and wor- 
ſhip of God tells us, p. 246, 248, that there is 
not one text in the New Teſtament which requires 
us to pray to God for any thing for Chriſt's /ake, 
tor his merits or worthineſs, for his ſatisfat#ion, &c. 
As if, ſays he, the merit of any Being, which muſt be 
the goodneſs of that Being, could influence or induce 
the ſupre ne Being to regard his creatures, more 
than his own infinite goodneſs, mercy, and com- 
paſſion incline him to do : Luke 1. 77, 78, By the 


remiſſion of fins, through the tender mercies of God. 
And therefore he allows, that Through thy mercies, 


1. e. the mercies of God, is a ſound and orthodox 
expreſſion, 
Now 


(377 
Now admitting (what cannot indeed be denied) 
that we have no ſuch expreſs words in Scripture, 
as merits, ſatisfaction, &c. relating to this ſubject 
(though the term wwor/hby we certainly have, which, 
to my underſtanding, implies the ſame as merit ;) 
are we, upon this conſideration, never to uſe ſuch 
words in prayer? Or, if we do uſe them, but yet 
mould have ſome littlo doubt about their propriety, 
may we not nevertheleſs underſtand them in what 
this gentleman calls a /ound and orthodox ſenſe, or 


ſuch a ſenſe as we may judge to be truly ſcriptural ? 


I think we may, and alſo that the Scripture has 
laid 8 foundation ſufficiently wide and large, upon 
which ſuch an accommodation may very warran- 
tably be erected. The mediation and atonement of 
Chriſt implies enough to our purpoſe ; as does 
alſo the direction to pray in his name. And fince 
the expreſſian Through thy mercies, which is cer- 
tainly a good one, is approved; may we not 
conſider thoſe other expreſſions which are diſap- 
proved, as importing no more upon the whole, 


nor intending any other in the main, than thoſe 


do which the Church has elſewhere preſcribed, and. 
which cannot in this view be excepted to? Such 
as, According to thy promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord: To the glory of thy name, thro" thy mercies in 
Feſus Chrift : For thy mercies ſake in Chriſt Jeſus thy 
Son, &c, For Chri/?*s ſake, is the ſame as for thy 


name ſake, according to thy promiſes in Him; and 


is but an evangelical enlargement upon that peti- 
tion of the Pſalmiſt, Help us, O God, for the glory 
of thy name: Deliver us for thy name ſahe: 


II. Secondly, for the benediftions : We have 
ſome, it is acknowledged, that are very ſtrong ; 
the principal of which ſeems to be this: God 1he 


Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghoſt, bleſs, pre- 


ſerve, 
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ferve, and keep vou; or, which might perhaps have 


been as well, 6%, preſerve, and ſanctiſy you. 


I would raiſe no ſcruples upon this ſubject, nor 
be the means of continuing any, where they. can 
well be excluded. My deſign is rather to prevent 
them, where they are not, and to remove them, 
where they are. | 

To deal impartially: — It muſt be confeſſed 
that the Scripture- benedictions (our only rule, I 
think, in this caſe) never ſay, God the Son, God' 
the Holy Ghoſt, bleſs, &c. But what do they ſay? 
A few inſtances will ſhew. There are but theſe 
three, that I know of, which mention the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt together, in the benedictory 
forms: viz. Eph. iii. 14, 16. The Fatber of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt grant you to be ſtrengthened with 
might by his Spirit, Which nevertheleſs does not 
fully come up to the preſent caſe, as neither does 
chap. i. 17, and x Pet. i. 1, 2. tho' they have 
been ſometimes wed upon this occaſion. The 
next is Rev. i. 4, 5. Grace be unto you, and peace 
from him which is, and which was, and which is to 
come ; and from the ſeven Spirits which are before his 
throne ; and from Jeſus Chriſt, the faithful witneſs, 
&c. Where it is generally allowed, that by the 
ſeven Spirits 1s to be underſtood the molt perfect 
Spirit of God, the author of all ſpiritual bleſſings 
(2). But the principal paſſage is 2 Cor. xiii. ult. 
viz. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with you all. Amen, You ſee in what terms 
theſe benedictions are expreſſed : All in the ſimpleſt 
manner, excepting where a figurative diction is 


once uſed, and that in a prophetical book; where 


yet the plain ſenſe of the whole is only this, 


Ca) Vid. Lowman in loc. and on ch. v. 6. 
| « All 


i Ww | 
All ſpiritual happineſs to you from the eternal 
* God, and from his Holy Spirit, and from our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” The Scripture is more re- 
ſerved, as well as more intelligible on this head, 
than modern forms; ſeveral of which have been 
too officious, in intermixing points of theological 
debate, with publick devotions, where they might 
very well have been omitted, and where the in- 
ſerting of them can do no good. It muſt however 
be acknowledged, that tho? the Scriptures are more 
ſparing than Liturgies commonly are in ſtyling our 
Saviour God (a title, by the way, never given to 
the Holy Spirit) yet, ſince they join theſe two with 
the Father in benedictions, and repreſent them to- 
gether with him, as diſpenſing ſpiritual graces 
amongſt Chriſtians, this ſeems to me to be no 
mean argument in favour of their ſuperlative 
eminence, and even divinity in a proper ſenſe; 
tho' it would ſtill ſeem better that the Scripture- 
ſimplicity ſhould be adhered to in all publick 
0 forms. | 
- I ſhall now give you the ſenſe in which I apply 
all ſuch benedictions in our Liturgy as car:y this 
point rather higher, and expreſs it ſtronger terms, 
than the Scripture does. I underſtand them, in 
ſhort, as importing no more in the main, than 
theſe words of the Apoſtle do, which our Church 
has adopted for her daily form, viz The grace 
of our Lord; or thoſe enjoined by God in the 
fixth of Numbers, and by our Church at the end of 
ber Commination- office and in that of the Sick, 
The Lord bleſs us and keep us, &c. If you think 
I have no authority for underſtanding the words 
of the Church in this ſenſe, my anſwer is, That 
the expoſitors of our Liturgy have in effect taught 
me to underſtand them ſo. For, when they would 
ſhew that theſe forms are grounded upon Scrip- 
ture. 
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ture, * refer me je che to the apoſtolical bene- 


diction now mentioned. Is not this telling me in 


effect, Our Church means no more upon the whole 
chan the Apoſtle does there? If, upon this, it 

ſhould be aſked, What then does the Apoſtle 
really mean in that paſſage, or what notions 


would he have us to draw from it in regard to the 


Trinity, I ſuppoſe, — the notions that will moſt 
naturally offer themſelves to unprejudiced minds 
upon reading the paſſage as he has left it; wherein 
there is nothing obſcure, nor any thing that would 
lead us into thoſe metaphyſical concluſions which 
have been forced from it ſince his time. For my 
own part, I can underſtand his words in no other 
ſenſe, but that which appears to me to be the moſt 
natural, and therefore the moſt likely to be his 
genuine ſenſe. Now it is certain that the Apoſtle 
himſelf makes no other diſtinctions here than theſe, 

and theſe he does make, viz. GOD, LOR D, 
HOLY GHOST or SPIRIT. Theſe 
every one can underſtand and aſſent to. And thoſe 
who cannot ſo readily aſſent to alterations, mult, 

upon their own principle, abide by the form which 


they acknowledge to be the oldeſt, and which 


they cannot but know is incapable of alterations, 
To the teſt of this form, every form that is more 
modern muſt be ſubmitted; nor muſt a ſenſe be 


given to the latter, which is inconſiſtent with the 


ſenſe of the former. Of the ſenſe of this, every 
one muſt judge as well as he can. This is the true 
rule of Proteſtant and of Chriſtian Liberty: Which, 
with Me, is always the fame, 

1 have now gone through my intended Inquiry, 


and have in the courſe of it attained as much ſatiſ- 


faction as I can well expect in a caſe of this na- 


ture. For I conſider circumſtances, and make 
all the MDOWances I can in their favour. Such 


allowances 


* 


* 


E 


allowances I fnuſt make, or reſign my office, con- 
ſidering my preſent judgment. I would put 


charity a little upon the ſtretch, I would rather 


extend it to the utmoſt bounds of deference (but 


ſtill within the bounds of conſcience) where I can 
have no moral probability of any other remedy. 
Applications after applications. have of late years 
been made for a Review ; made by members of 
the Church ; made for her honour and intereſt ; 
and made in the moſt dutiful and perſuaſive man- 
ner, - Nothing as yet is done, nor perhaps like to 


be ſoon. Here then is a clear caſe: Whilſt a re- 


view is poſtponed or neglected, thoſe who are 
now in the miniſtry of the Church, and have diffe- 
rent ſentiments in ſome things from thoſe which 
either They had formerly, or the Church may 


| ſtill have, are more at liberty to put their own 


ſenſe upon her words, than they were before thoſe 
applications were made. The argument will. no 
longer hold good, that the ſenſe of the Church 
is the determining ſenſe, and that we are abſolutely 
tied down to that ſenſe, for better for worſe, . or 


in all poſſible caſes and exigencies, whilſt we 


continue in her communion, This plea might 


have ſome reaſon formerly, but has none now. 


Circumſtances are altered, and reaſons alter with 
them. The obligation is now abſolute, if we will 


{till miniſter in the Church, to put our own con- 


{truction upon her expreſſions. , And any poſſible 
conſtruction we can put upon them, conſiſtent 
with what we apprehend to be the true ſenſe of 
Scripture, muſt do, or none will, Dr. Clarke, I 


am told (for I never read his Scriptural-dotirine) 


revoked this tenet, which he had once eſpouſed. 
But, had he lived to theſe days, it is more than 


probable that (to ſpeak the leaſt) he would not 
have condemned it; as neither indeed did he, 
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(4). 
but only dropt it. And we are aſſured by the 
fight reverend Writer of his Life, who well knew 
him, that, tho' he choſe to be filent, he never al- 
tered his ſentiments about theſe matters. So that 
his continuing in his office, notwithſtanding thoſe 
ſentiments, muſt be imputed to his continuing 
in that principle of liberty, which we are here af- 
ſerting. 5 PE | a 
But you will ſay, There are many other decla- 
rations in the various offices of the Church, which 
will require confideration in this view, as well. as 
thoſe which have been conſidered. I am of the 
fame mind: And tho” I can, for my own part, in 
ſuch preſſing exigencies as the preſent, give my- 
ſelf ſome reaſonable ſatisfaction in regard to ſuch 
points, yet I cannot but have a concern for thoſe 
who are leſs ſatisfied about them than I am, The 
declarations which 'raiſe ſcruples, may poſſibly be 
more numerous to others, than they are to Me. I 
am willing to relieve others if J can, or rather to 
put them in a way to relieve themſelves, upor 
conſidering their reſpective difficulties ; the particu= 
lars of which as they themſelves beſt know, fo the 
determination concerning them muſt be left to their 
own judgment and integrity. fo YER 
What I here propoſe, is only to mark a few 
paſſages that have been objected to, and give my 
ſenſe of them according to that latitude of inter- 
pretation, to which preſent exigencies oblige me to 
have recourſe.— e. g. 9 F 
In the morning and evening collects, when read 
(as they generally are) out of the proper time: 
ho baſt ſafely brought us to the beginning (a) 
« of this day, defend us in the ſume — Who haſt 
ſafely preſerved us the night paſt ; defend us this 


{a} Some omit— the beginning of. e 
* 


day.,—*<* Lighten our darkneſs :'? — the darkneſs 
of our minds,— ** This night ** — The night 
enſuing. - 8 1 . =o 

- $* Deſcended into Hell: — into the inviſible 
world; or, into the ſtate of ſouls departed. . 

No learned and ſenſible man, of theſe times, will, 
1 ͤpreſume, blame me for giving this ſenſe to the 
words. And yet it is certain (as I could eaſily 
ſnew, if there was occaſion) that this is not the 
ſenſe in which they were underſtood by the com- 
pilers of our Liturgy; who very plainly eſpouſed 
the opinion of a local deſcent, as did the main body 
of the Biſhops and Clergy for many years after, 
even as far down as to the times of the civil wars. 
Nor has the Church to this day, by any authorita- 
tive act, or poſitive declaration, that I know of, 
diſclaimed or diſcountenanced that opinion, Now 
this ſingle inftance ſufficiently juſtifies the liberty I 
take, of putting the moſt reaſonable ſenſe I can 
upon the words of the Church, where the Church 
has not abſolutely excluded ſuch a ſenſe, and even 
where ſhe has, when her words, in their more 
obvious ſignification, will not bear ſuch a ſenſe as I 
can judge to be reaſonable, We take the ſame 


liberty with Scripture, eſpecially as rendered in our 


tranſlations, in all caſes of difficulty, where a too 
cloſe adherence to the letter would be injurious to 
the ſenſe of the ſacred Code. And it is an allow- 
ed rule in interpreting all human laws, Yerba im- 
proprianda ſunt ad evitandum abſurdum ; Which is 
not only reaſonable but neceſſary to be done in 
many caſes : Otherwiſe ſtatutes and ordinances, 
eſpecially thoſe of long ſtanding, would be at- 
. tended with infinite inconveniences. I would not 
put a ſenſe upon the words of the Church, diffe- 
rent from her own, when I can find her in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a good one: I would not vary from her 
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without occaſion, nor upon a ſlight. one. But 
where there is abſurdity on the one hand, and 
congruity on the other, and a neceſſity ariſing from 
both, there I think my variation from her 1s juſti- 
fiable, and the more ſo at this time, when, after 
many humble and earneſt ſupplications, there ap- 
pears to be no proſpect of any other immediate 


Y 


relief, tho' in very preſſing difficulties. So that I 


can fairly ſatisfy my conſcience in the preſent caſe, 
upon this conſideration only. And perhaps many 
others will from hencefarward be able to ſatisfy 


theirs, upon the ſame conſideration. But let it 
always be done with integrity, and after due exa- 


amination of particulars: Which alone can give 
laſting eaſe in ſuch caſes WS 0 
geg otten before all worlds : God of God: Light 
, Light: Very God of very God. — The di- 
vine Logos, who, being in the form of God, ex- 
iſted in the beginning with God, and was . 
The effulgence of his Father's glory: A truly 
divine Perſon, deriving his divinity from the 
2 True God, his God and Father who ſent 
im 
Begotten, not gs. Being of one ſubſtance 
&« with the Futter The firſt begotten, the only 
begotten of the Father, Born before the whole 
creation (a), or begotten antecedently to all other ema- 


nations (b) : Being one with the Father (c). 


*© Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son“ 15 


— Who proceedeth ſrom the Father the Son: : 
Or, — and is ſent by the Son (ad). 


() Qu. if that be the ſenſe of TewToTXOs ig xTiows, 
Col. i. 15. Comp. Joh. i. 15. 

) Biſhop Pearſon, on the Cr. p. "4: 

(<) Job. x. zo. 

{4) Chap. xv. 26. 


40 Grant 
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*. Grant us foto eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son, and 


& to drink his Blood.“ — © Vouchſafe to feed us 
© with the SPIRITUAL food of the moſt 
precious body and blood of thy Son.“ 
The expreſſion is till figurative, but is leſs 
ſtrong, and a little more ſoftened in the latter ſen- 
tence. Our Compilers, beyond all diſpute, had 
much higher notions of this matter, than We have 
at this day. Can any words be more ſtrong and 
poſitive than thoſe of Archbiſhop Cranmer (who 


was one and the chief of them) in his InftruZion.. 
of the Lordes ſupper, publiſhed m 1548, 'a moe | 


before the compoſing of the Cammon-prayer ? 


viz. We ought: to beleue that in the ſacrament we J | 
we receyue trewly the bodye and bloud of Chrift, For 


God is almyghtye. — We ought not to doute, but we 
eat his veray bodye : — We ought to thinke aſſuredly, 


that we drinke his veray blod. And this we muſt 
beleue, yf we wyl be counted Chriſten men. — Beleue 
the wordes of our Lord TFeſus,” that you eate and 


drynke his veray body and blode, although mans reaſon 
cannot comprehend how and after what manner the 
ſame is preſente. He ſays afterwards, at ſome 
diſtance, He that this beleneth, eateth and drynketh 
the bodye and bloude of Chriſt ſpiritually. Which, 
tho' it doth not make us much wiſer, yet, ſince it 
abates ſo ewhat of the harſhneſs of the other de- 
clarations, may wake us the more willing to ac- 
quieice, even in ess ſatisfactory explication. 

Here then 1s Ms 5 inſtance that plainly ſhews 
us the arraſonableneſs of that principle which 
would tic us down preciſely to all the notions of 


the « mpilers, and debar us from doing, what in 
this of more accurate inquiry and greater 
kno, e cannot avoid doing, viz. under- 


ſtan. mg che Scriptures in a much juſter ſenſe than 


they, in ſome inſtances, appear to have under- 
ſtood 
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ſtood them, not making rhe proper allowances for 


figurative expreſſions, nor y diſtinguiſhing 

between the greater liberties of the — lan- 

ed and the more determinate en of 
weſtern. 

I thee uunſbip: — Not, as ſome have fug- 

I make * my idol, my goddeſs (a ſtrain 


: of compliment beyond all rule) but, as Dr. Ni- 


chols more juſtly, I pay thee an honoyurable regard. 
However, the Miniſter, I apprehend, has no con 
cern of his own here. It is Church, and the 


perſon ſtipulating, that are properly the ſpeakers. | 


 Abſolution of the fick. N. B. If be humbly and 


heartily (i. e. earneſtly) deſire it. Which I ſup- 


poſe few, if any, do in theſe days. And ſuppoſing 
any did (which is my to be queſtioned) the 
Prieft, I apprehend, s be the judge of what 
he can, or cannot conſeſthcic y perform in this 
0 To 1 if unto | binſelf the fou of,” &c. — To 


| take out of this world. 


( ©* As ue bope this our Wenke dol hb. Which 5 
I never ſay when 1 think I cannot ſay it with. 
truth, or at leaſt with ſome degree of probability. 
Others Judge it beſt to drop the expreſſion entirely, 
making no diſtinction in any caſe, as the greater 
part make none, when they apply it ind iſcrimi- 
nately in all caſes. 

* We give thee hearty thanks.” Which ſome 
think a far greater difficulty, in certain caſes, than 


the + omni For which they have given ſolid 


reaſons, that cannot, I think, be refuted. - See the 
Plain and proper anſwer lately publiſhed. I chuſe 
to forbear giving my ſenſe here. And it is with 
ſome nas oa that I ſhall * any ching of | 


Office 


with difficulties, and to be as abſtruſe in ſome 
Points, as the Mthanafan creed. . * 85 


In regard to which creed, I obſerve that a diſs 
tinction has been made, in our modern defences 


of it, between the primary articles, and thoſe! of 
ſecondary conſideration; wherein the latter have 
been repreſented as little more than expletives in 
compariſon. of the main points, or thoſe : which 


make as it were the burden of the ſong (a) in that 


creed. The authors tell us, that they are only leſſer 
explanations of the great lines of the text, and 
therefore not to be regarded in the fame light with 


the latter; which muſt always have the prefe | 
rence. or RS ms 


If this be a juſt rule f diſtinction with .reſpeR 


to that formulary, I hope I may be allowed to 


make uſe of it in niy ndeavours to ſatisfy: myſelf 
about ſome of the more ahſtruſe parts of the aps 
tiſmal office. i ee 


To come to the point: chen. Without being 


nicely critical upon every minute expreſſion Ad 
opinion in this office (many f which will perhaps 


ſcarce bear a ſtrict examination) I comprehend thre 
whole deſign of it under the - few leading declara- 


tions which I ſhall here ſubjoin, conſidering the 


reſt, whatever they might be deſigned for at firſt, 
or whatever meaning they may bear at preſent, as 


either remote alluſions to ſome parts of 'Scripture- 


hiſtory, and to a few Scripture- texts not very well 


underſtood in former times, or at beſt as points of 


ſecondary conſideration, and, upon the Whole, as 


(4) Hymnus Athanafii de fide Trinitatis, was: a common 


title given it formerly, and it was —_—— — 2 
r. ateria 8 Wo 


of ſeveral Churches, as may be ſeen in 


2 


Office of Baptiſm: which ſeems to me to abound 
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non-efſentials, i in . to een denen 
„ - oper 
The following then are 0 mne the governing 
and moſt important parts of the office | 
Il beſeech you to call upon God the Father, 
t through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that of his boun- 
<<. teous mercy he will grant to this child that thing 4 
* which by nature he cannot have; that by bap- 
s tiſm- he may be received into Chriſt's holy 
«Church; and be made a lively member of the 
* ſame.” [All the things, afterwards prayed for, 
Laccommodate wholly, in my own mind, to theſe 
fundamental principles; and look upon them, : 
however worded, - as importing upon the wle no 
more, nor deſigning any thing in regard to this 
inſtitution, but what is agreeable to Scripture- 
truth, tho? a truth in this reſpect not ſo happily 
diſcovered by our Compilers, as they have diſco- 
vered ſome other things of great importance to 
Chriſtianity.— The main petitions in the En; = 
I underſtand them, are the following 
We beſeech thee mercifully to look upon this 
% child and ſanctify him. — That he may have 
power and ſtrength to have victory and to 
e triumph againſt the devil, the world, and the 
** fleſh.— That he may receive the fulneſs of thy 
<< grace, and ever remain thy faithful ſervant: Or, 
That he may continue Chriſt's faithful ſoldier 
and ſervant unto his life's end. — That he may 
** be. made an heir of everlaſting ſalvation, — 
That he may be partaker of thy Son's reſur- 
rection. —, That he may come to the eternal 
Ms * which thou haſt promiſed X Chriſt our 
ord | + "OI 
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| 0 the foundation good; nor is there any point of 
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doubtful! and diſputation in any one of them To 
theſe principal points thien, all the reſt (which are 
either leſs obvious in their meaning, or may be leſs 
juſtifiable in their foundation) ought, I think, to 


be referred; and: ultimately ſubmitted; 
ho turm lo thee in W H EP ING, FAS. 


: DN G,“ &c; Of what congregation,. in theſe. 


days, can theſe words be ſpoken with religious 
truth and ſincerny-?—T only ſay, Be favourable, 


Lord, be favourable to thy people. For thou 


ce Art A meroiful God“ S M. 

Jou will here probably aſk, what authority I 
have for this, and one or two other omiſſions which 
I ſometimes: make in the uſe of our offices? 

anſwer, the ſame authority which other Clergymen 

have for omitting! the prayer for the Church mi- 

litant after Sermon, and for the omiſſion of many 

other partieulars which I could name, but chuſt 


to forbear mentioning at this time. This, it wilb 


be ſaid, is no authority. J reckon it none, nor do 
Pat all build upon it. l build upon a grrater and 
ſtronger foundation. My conſcience: is a more 


cogent authority with me, than any other. 1 


cannot go againſt that: For then I ſhould” go! 
againſt God who is the author of it, and whoſe! 
ſtill voice I believe is to be, ſuggeſting to me what 
is proper to be done, and what to be forborne, in 
difficult emergences. Would you have me or my 
congregation to tell a Lye to God? I ule: the 
Liturgy notwithſtanding, and uſe it with judg- 
ment, not with abſurdity. Which I think is 
more to its honour, and my own, than if I 
did - otherwiſe. I was not appriſed of theſe 
difficulties formerly. But, now I ſee them, I 
muſt endeavour: to remove them as well as I 
can, 1 | N 
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Having now executed my deſign, as far as I 
intended to conſider theſe ſubjects, I can, upon 
review, foreſee but two objections: The one, 
from thoſe who inſiſt upon the words of the 
Church in their ſtrongeſt and ſtricteſt ſenſe z the 
other, from ſuch as are willing to take them in a 

reater latitude, believing that ſuch latitude is not 

abſolutely denied them by the preſent Governors; 

who, being deſirous to preſerve peace, and prevent 
diviſions, do judge it reaſonable, and find it to be 
even neceſſary, as things now ſtand, to admit. of 
ſome latitude. 

Although theſe objections may in effect have 
been already obviated, and in good meaſure an- y 
ſwered, in the courſe of theſe inquiries; yet I 
think it proper to give each of them a more 
diſtinẽt conſideration in this place, regardin 
chiefly the former, which is gracrally thought to 
carry ſome weight. 

I. Firſt then, I allow to the abettors of that 
plea, that they have the advantage in reſpect of the 
original ſenſe. Nor do I doubt but, if the queſtion \ 
had been moved in the days of the reformation, 
the cauſe would have been given on their ſide. But 
it will be — conſidered, that 


ol 
- 
| 4 
"4 
8 
1 
: 
1 
1 4 
T 
77 
a 4 
£ 
l 
tr 
* | 
* * 
9 T 
. N 
4 » . 
; O 
L 7 
+ 
7 
* 5 
F 
4 {3 
— B 
1 
1 cl 
l { 
"nl 
4 4 
© i 
* 
1 
5 3 
1 
1 
k "2 
: T 
= « 
, 
=Y 
. 4 A 
= | 
4 7 
x 
t) 292 
, . A 
N * 
1 
+ mY 
1 * 
11 
; oY 
1 A 
117 TY 
5 i» T- 
*..: VI 
U 's : 
' © 1! "BY 
j " 
o ' . HY 
tf 1 
1 — 
8 1 
. 1 _ 
0 ? \ 
os 
Ws + 
'7 FE 
4 
1 "FF: 
f + [| 7 5 
f 1 1 
1 J 
1 
1 1 $1. 
j 4 5 
} | 
j Ki ' is 
i! | 
. j { 
* $ 0 
f 
I 
* 
i 
[ * 
5 
1 
| 4 
* 
: 1 ; 2 
£88 
1 1 8 b 
2 
2 
g 
4 
* 
i4 
1 * 
7 [ 


'T empora mutantur : 


—— EEE. LS —— wa — — — 
of ” Dew : 
<2 "IS © hows _ — 4 * 


And it may therefore, in a good ſenſe, be juſtly 
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It will readily be allowed by all men of inge- 
nuity and obſervation, that we are at leaſt become 
more knowing in the holy Scriptures ſince thoſe 


times. Our diſcoveries in ſacred literature have 
been 
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| ( 51 ) 
been gradually enlarging, as our religious and civil 
 / liberties have been enlarged ; and were it not for 
ſome remaining impediments, which unhappily put 
a ſtop to the current of inquiries in ſome things, 
it is ſcarce to be doubted but our improvements 
in Scripture-knowledge would in great meaſure 


have kept pace with thoſe which we have made in 


_ Philoſophical knowledge. 

Now if further and juſt diſcoveries have been 
made in many, and ſome of them very important 
articles of ſacred literature, ſince the æra of the 
reformation ; we have juſt reaſon to think, that 
our reformers cloſed up the reckoning ſomewhat 
too ſoon, and preſumed rather .too far, as well 


upon their authority as their attainments, when 
they made their own imperfect knowledge to be 
the rule to ſucceeding times, and fixed a ne plus 


ultra upon inquiry, after they had once gained 
what they thought ſufficient for themſelves, and 
their times. This is a kind of fore-cloſure of 


evidence which cannot, I think, be greatly to their 


honour; their premature concluſions having put a 
reſtraint upen men's judgment, and, by infringing 


Chriſtian liberty, done in reality great diſſervice to 


Chriſtian religion, when I am perſuaded they in- 
tended thereby to do it the greateſt ſervice. 

But to tread as gently as we can over the aſhes 
of thoſe venerable perſons, to whom we have on 
many accounts the higheſt obligations; what TI 
would obſerve from hence is, that the more ſcanty 
and leſs certain knowledge of thoſe earlier days of 
light ought not in any reaſon to be the final 
ſtandard, to which all farther , advancements in 
knowledge are to be adjuſted, even in days of 
greater light, and when we have far better oppor- 
tunities of examining and adjuſting facred truths, 


than it was poſſible to attain in thoſe days, 
| H 2 Theſe, 
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( 52 ) 
Theſe, with many more remarks-that'.are obvi- 
ous, being duly conſidered, it would ſeem te be 


no unreaſonable conceſſion on the part of thoſe 


gentlemen, who are for ſticking eloſe to the origi- 
nal ſenſe of the Reformers, to allow . others, who 
have ſince inquired more accurately than our Re- 
formers did or could into the original ſenſe of 


Scripture, to prefer this latter ſenſe to the former. 


Nat can 1 readily diſcern what real inconvenience 
there can be, conſidering this change of circum- 
ſtances, in allowing the liberty to ſtudious, quiet, 
and conſcientious men, to abound in their own ſenſe, 
and thereupon to accommodate paſlages, fairly 
capable of ſuch accommodation, to the ſentiments 
they now entertain, and which indeed they cannot 
avoid entertaining, if they will ſearch with any 
degree of accuracy into the primary meaning of 
the Scriptures, If this liber:y is denied them, in 
vain is the liberty g ven them of ſearching into 
the Scriptures. tor if they ſearch at all, and are 
bleſſed with honeſt and judicious minds, the conſe- 
quence will be inevitable. They will ſee ſome 
things, and thoſe, I think, of no ſmall impor- 
tance to Chriſtianity, in a different light from 
that wherein our Reformers ſaw them, and wherein 
they have conveyed them down to us, and en- 
joined them upon our conſciences. But I. take 
conſcience to be free, and preſume to ſay (as I have 
faid before) that no authority upon earth has a 
right to impoſe upon it any other ſentiments or 
determinations, in religious concerns, than what 
ſhall appear, to a man's own judgment, to be truly 
icriptural and juſt, How can any man judge 


otherwiſe of things, than according to the light 


in which they appear to him, after a cloſe and 


impartial, ſearch? Which I firmly believe is the 


caſe 


6330 
caſe with many very honeſt and Judiei un penlong, 
in regard to the preſent points. 

It will perhaps be ſaid, that ſuch a latitude of 
interpretation as I am pleading for, will open a 
wide gap for men of all forts. of opinions to enter 
not only into the communion, but even into the 
miniſtry of the Church. This may indeed be al- 
ledged, but it will not affect my argument. For 
who are the men for whom I am pleading? Men 
of all opinions? Nothing leſs. Men of none? 
They are the fartheſt from my thoughts. And 
yet you may poſſibly find, upon Juſt inquiry, that 
even our ſacred miniſtry is not abſolutely free from 
duch invaders. And how will you exclude them. 
Men of no conſcience (a) will not be excluded. 
They will force themſelves in at the ſtraiteſt gate. 
They will enter upon any terms you can offer 
them. Well then, theſe, if any ſuch we have, 
I freely give up to you. Condemn them as much 
as you pleaſe; exclude them as much as you can. 
I ſhall neither diſſent from your condemnation, nor 
object to your excluſion of ſuch perſons. I ſhall 
heartily approve of both, and wiſh you the beſt 
ſucceſs. But will you exclude and condemn the 
righteous with the wicked ? That be far from you. 
Who then are the righteous, whoſe cauſe I am 
now maintaining? They are only the truly Bongſt, 
religious, and fiudious; men who make it their 
chief buſineſs of their lives to examine the holy 
Scriptures, and live according to them. Can 
you en any danger from theſe? a you 


( a) It was obſerved (how juſtly, I know not) concerning 
a ſet of our Divines in ſome part of our ,Jaſt century, that 
they were men who knew no conſcience, bit law; nor religion, 
ut the King's. It is to be feare! that thoſe I am ſpeaking of, 
do not come up even to this low character of Clergymen ; 


and yet theſe days may not be worie than the former. 
Juſtly 


( 96-7 
Juſtly apprehend any danger? . "Conſider again. 
Your ſentiments may be too narrow, and your 
rules at the ſame time may be ſo. Both may be 
too contracted in ſome things, and too lax in others. 
The fault, the fundamental error, I apprehend, 
may be rather on your own fide. I believe you 
will find it fo, if you conſider further; if you 
examine things coolly, as I wiſh you to do, and 
examine them to the bottom, as I hope you will. 
If you do not go to the bottom, you do nothing; 
and may therefore with the greater reaſon allow a 
liberty to thoſe who do. This is all the liberty 
IJ am contending for. Allow or with-hold it as 
you pleaſe : I have borne my teſtimony ; and do 
therefore ſeriouſly and ſolemnly appeal, firſt of all 
to your own conſciences, and, if that will not avail, 
to the final judgment. | 

2. As to the objection that may be made by 
humble, honeſt, and conſcientious perſons, who 
may not be ſatisfied with what I have offered, and 
may wiſh for ſomething that may be ſtill more ſa- 
tisfactory, at leaſt in ſome certain caſes, I can 
only ſay, what I think I have ſaid once before, 
that I with from my heart I could give them all 
the ſatisfaction that they defire. But really I can 
go no further than my own cafe, which was all 
I propoſed when I firſt engaged in this Inquiry. 
Their caſe may poſſibly in ſome things be much 
like mine: I do not ſuppoſe it can be ſo in all: 
Where it happens to vary in any inſtances, or to 
extend itſelf to more particulars than mine does, 
here their own judgment and further inquiry muſt 
ſep in to their aſſiſtance ; and they would do well 
to adviſe with more judicious perſons than 1 can 
pretend to be, tho' they will find none to be more 
hearty friends, than I am. Their Superiors in 
the Church ſeem to me, of all others, to be the 
Le moſt 


„ 
moſt proper perſons to be. conſulted in ſuch 
caſes, eſpecially if they be truly good men, and 
ſuch as have a tender ſenſe of the difficulties 
as well as infirmities of their inferior brethren. 
In ſhort, every perſon who has any weighty 
doubt upon his mind, relating to any part of his 
miniſterial engagements, ought to conſider why he 
continues in his office, under the preſſure of ſuch. 
a doubt. This will ſoon oblige him, being a per- 
ſon of real conſcience, either to reſign his office, or 
to ſeek: for ſatisfaction in it. | 
II é think I cannot do better now, at the cloſe: 
of this eſſay, than to remind conſcientious mem- 
bers of our Church, having more or fewer ſcru- 
ples, of ſome of the principal conſiderations. 
which I have offered towards the removal of 
ſuch ſcruples: Which conſiderations therefore I 
ſhall here bring together into one view, wiſhing. 
they may be of real ſervice. | 
Let it then be remembered, amongſt other con- 
ſiderations, — That this Church of England, of 
which we profeſs ourſelves members, 1s a Pro- 
teſtant Church : — That ſhe has thrown off, as 
far as ſhe well could for the time, all the main 
errors of Fopery : — That ſhe deſires to throw 
off more, but cannot perhaps very well do it at 
preſent (God grant ſhe may be able to do it in 
ſome future time, and very ſoon if it be poſſible; 
for the ſooner the berter, if greater inconveniences 
be not likely to enſue :) — That the retains, and 
firmly adheres to, all the main branches of Chri- 
ſtianity, tho? perhaps with ſome few excreſcences . 
that do not belong to it, and ſuch as we may not. 
think very ſerviceable to promote its growth: — 
That the ſeveral blemiſhes and defects which can- 
not (as is thought) be very well removed out of 
her compoſition, as things are now ſituated, 
a ought 
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ought to be borne with as much as poffible; where: 
they do not burden conſtience; and, where 


forms and modes of expreſſion, in order to ladefy 
ourſelves about conformity, it is neceſſary that we? 


ſhould put the moſt favourable ſenſe we can upon: | 
them, and accommodate them, as far as there is 


any poſſible room, to the ſenſe of Scripture; eſ- 
pecially conſidering, in the laſt place, — Phat 
this Church acknowledges the Scripture to be the 
ſupreme rule, to which all human compoſitions in 
concerns of religion, and all regulations of 
Churches, ought to be ſubmitted, and from the 


deciſions of which there can be no appeal. 


If we conſider theſe ſeveral particulars witli 


peaceable and candid minds, with! minds truly 
deſirous to promote the intereſt: of Chriſtianity 


under any forms appointed by our Governors, 
wherein our conſciences can reaſonably and ho- 
neſtly acquieſce; it would ſeem better that we, who- 
have been educated in the communion” of this 


Church, and do ftill continue in it, ſhould bear 


our ſeveral burdens. as well as we are able, and 
render them as light as we can, by means of the 
ſeveral conſiderations that have been offered, and 
of any other and better conſiderations that ſhall at 
any time occur; rather than forſake our ancient 
Mother, and expoſe ourſelves, as it may happen, 
to ſtill greater hardſhips, and probably, after all, 
without being able to do greater ſervice to religion, | 


4 


or reduce it with more ſuccefs to its proper ſtand- | 


ard, than we can in our preſent ſtations. 

I am not for palliating, or daubing over wich 
falſe colours, any of thoſe things that may be 
really amiſs, and may therefore want a reforma-: , 


tion, in our authoriſed forms; I can fee thoſe 
—_— 


do, ſhe allows a juſt liberty to recede from her 
communion: — That in conſidering! her ſeveral 


"I 
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things as others do, and will acknowledge them 
as freely as they have done, and will alſo join 
with them, on any proper occaſion, in humbly 
ſoppleacing for a Review; which I am perſuaded 
ſubjects may juſtly do, in a caſe like ours, 1 
cannot thefefore but have a true eſteem for thoſe 
men, wnoever they were, in any parts of this 
kingdom, or in Ireland, who have made ſuch ſub- 
miſſive requeſts to our Governors, to remove our 
difficulties. And ſince they have not yet ſucceeded, 
Whatever may be done hereafter, in condeſcenſion 
to ſuch real exigencies, I would addreſs a word 
| or two to them, in conſideration of the preſent 
A criſis; and at the ſame time to all others who are 
| friends to their cauſe, eſpecially Clergymen, tho! 
they may not hitherto have judged it prudent to 
ir publickly in the ſupport of that cauſe, 
What I have to ſay to each is this: Continue 
my friends, if you can, in the communion of the 
Church, wherein it is your lot at preſent to be ſet- 
tled. Continue in her miniſtry, if your conſcience 
will permit, and do her the beſt ſervice in your 
power, even bad as you may ſuppoſe her ſituation, 
and but too well know your own to be. Be not 
over-ſcrupulous, nor thereby injurious to your- 
ſelves and the Church. Do not render yourſelves, A 
if you can avoid it, unuſeful to the Community; 7 * 
to which God and the laws of this State deſigned, 
and 1 truſt your own minds incline, and your ſe- 
veral abilities qualify you to be uſeful. Regard 
the Times, and make ſome little allowance, make 
all the allowance you can, for the neceſſity of the 
times, You wiſh for ſome amendments : I wiſh 
the ſame; and I heartily wiſh them, both for 
your fakes, and my own. But conſider: We are 
not Governors (nor may indeed wiſh to be; there 


oy be reaſons enow, on our parts, againſt it:) 
We 


(Cm) 
We are ſubjects: And tho' ſome or many of us 
may have conſiderable authority in the Church, 
yet we have not the authority that may be requiſite 
to redreſs the grievances of the Church, or indeed 
to remove our own. For the authority which we 
have not, we are not, I hope, accountable ; nor yet 
for the not exerciſing an authority which we may 
have, but which preſent circumſtances may render 
either impracticable or inconvenient to be exerciſed, 
It may therefore be more prudent, and upon the 
whole more pious, for the preſent, to forbear. It 
is enough that applications have been made, tho? 
. hitherto: without effect. . 
You, gentlemen, who have had the courage to 
apply, even in diſcouraging times, have done- 
yourſelves credit, tho' you could do the Church 
no ſervice. You have ſhewn your inclinations to 
ſerve her, in her beſt intereſt; and have demon- 
ſtrated that ſhe wants a reform in ſome things, tho? 
it cannot perhaps be obtained in any, You have 
thereby, I am pretty ſure, opened the eyes of 
ſome, which before ſeemed ta be cloſed ;, and 
invited others to reflect upon a ſubje&t, which 
*till then had in a manner eſcaped their notice. 
Your attempt has alſo had ſome effect towards 
weakening the power of prejudice, and abating 
the ſpleen of bigotry; and may in time have a 
ſtill greater effect, towards reconciling men's minds 
to a reformation, and rendering the introduction 
of it more eaſy. But I congratulate you more 
eſpecially, upon cre very valuable advantage which 
you have acquired in the mean time, whether your 
wiſhes as to other things ſhall ſucceed in your days 
or not. You have certainly acquired, to your- 
ſelves, at leaſt, a juſt right to judge for your- 
ſelves, and to put your own conſtruction upon 
ſuch things, as either cannot or will not be very 
{oon amended. The very unſucceſsfulneſs of your 
| addreſs 
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-addreſs has gained you this point: And the ne- 


ceffity you are put upon, will now fully juſtif7 


your doing, what before you could not perhaps 
have done without ſcruple. You therefore, in my 
humble opinion, have now, of all the men in the 
kingdom, the greateſt reaſon to be eaſy upon this 


head: And as you may very well rejoice in re- 


flecting upon your labours, ſo honeſtly expended 
for the ſervice of others; ſo it is but fit that you 
ſhould reap ſome fruit of it yourſelves. This then 
is that fruit, You have juſtly acquired it, and may 
therefore juſtly keep it in peaceable poſſeſſion. 
Finally, the caſe being thus clear in this point, 
beyond all reaſonable contradiction or reply, let us 
all from henceforward, both thoſe who have ap- 
plied, and all who give their ſuffrage to the appli- 
cation, make ourſelves eaſy as we can, in the pre- 
ſent poſture of affairs; and either give ourſelves 
no trouble at all, or however as little as poſſible, 
about things which tho? we would gladly ſee recti- 
fied, we eannot rectify ourſelves, or expect that 
others will. Te 
Upon this conſideration, let us comply with 


every appointed rule, provided it be not burden- 


ſome to our conſcience. Let us comply at leaſt 
for the ſake of the Community ; not without ſome 
little regard to ourſelves, to our paſt engagements, 
and preſent circumſtances ; eſpecially ſince we have 
been educated in this Community, and knew no 


better at firſt, than we were taught by others. 


Theſe few and plain repreſentations of the caſe 
will, IJ hope, be ſufficient to men of underſtand- 


ing: And I would have all ſuch men to be men 


of probity. Let them never ſay, or ſuggeſt, that 
they take thoſe things to be true, which they be- 


lieve to be otherwiſe. Let them honeſtly declare 


their ſentiments, tho' ſuch ſentiments ſhould happen 
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( 60 ) 
to differ in ſome reſpects from what they find to be 
eſtabliſhed by Law. In a free, but modeſt declara- 
tion of this kind, I hope there can be no real 
harm, And I am ſure I do not with the leaſt, 
with regard either to Church or State : To both 
which I do, and always ſhall with, the greateſt. 
and beſt of bleſſings. SE 


| London, May 26, 1753. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
FTER I had drawn up the foregoing In- 


quiry, there came into my hands a ſmall 


tract entitled, A Sermon preached to a large congre- 


gation in the country, on Old Chriſtmas day. The 
concluding part of it is to me very affecting, the 
ſentiments, upon the whole, being much the 

ſame with my own, I wiſh every Clergyman, 
having the ſame ſentiments, would take the ſame 
liberty which this honeſt man has done, of dil- 
cloſing them. to the publick. TIis ſeems to be the 
only way no left, of unburthening conſcience, in 


a caſe of difficully, And who can tell what effect 


it, may have 1n time towards bringing things: into 


juſter meaſures? The burden is juſtly our own, if 


we are {lent under it. If we ſpeak, it is alleviated, 
and may by degrees be removed. The labouring 
oar is then no longer in our hands, but it is tranſ- 
terred to thoſe that have a juſter right to it, and 
can better manage it. We are not ſlaves to an 
eſtabliſhment. It is enough for us to ſhew our- 
{elves friends to it. Thoſe are its beſt friends, who 
endeavour to promote its truelt intereſt. | 
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LETTER, &. 


+ CAN neither deny your requeſt, 
nor engage in the execution of it with 
pleaſure. Offence, tho? not intended 


by either the one party or the other. 
You have ſeen, I perceive, the late productions on 


> | both ſides of the queſtion. To them then I need 


ſay nothing, nor ſhall I chuſe to ſay any thing to 
the diſparagement of either of the gentlemen who are 
taken up with this controverſy, or of their abettors. 
I wiſh they may all agree, or reſolve at leaſt to 
be civil, where they cannot be friends. But it is my 
own judgment that you are pleaſed to deſire upon 
this occaſion. Since you inſiſt upon it, and will, 
1 fee, take no further denial, tho' I had given 
you, I thought, ſufficient reaſons for my declining 
to engage upon fo delicate a ſubject, I will no 
longer withſtand your ſollicitations: And will Zou, 
my Friend, bear the blame, where you oblige ae to 
under- 


to be given, will be ſure to be taken 
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47) , 
rake the banden? For a burden it js, I aftore 


you, upom the confiderations before foggeſted : 


And when I add, that I am reſolved to fpeak my 
mind with ſome freedom, ſince you command and 
expect me fo to do, that burden may poſſibly in 
the concluſion, without a ſeaſonable interpoſal of 
good offices from you and other friends, cruſh me 
under its weight, | 

I ſhall detain you no longer with apologies, 
but enter directly upon the buſineſs you have 
aſſigned me. 

What J intend in this Letter, is to conſider the 
caſe of à Clergyman, whom I will ſuppoſe not to 
be thoroughly ſatisfied about ſome points contained 
in the Athanafian creed. When I ſay, of a 
Clergyman, you will pleaſe to obſerve, that Ido 
not here concern myſelf with the caſe of thoſe 
who are not as yet in holy Orders, and who, if 
they have any ſcruple about the terms of admiſ- 
ſion, ought not to take upon them ſuch orders, 
till the ſcruple is removed. Next, I ſuppoſe this 
Clergyman, when he declared his aſſent to the 
terms required, whether at his entrance into Or- 
ders, or upon a Benefice, to have done it with an 
honeſt mind, but, upon further inquiry, to have 
altered his ſentiments in ſome things, and parti- 


cularly in regard to ſome paſſages in this creed: 


To which, upon the preſent occaſion, I confine 
my remarks, having no concern now with any of 
the terms, as they do not fall within the limits 
which I have here marked out. | 
Theſe few notices being premiſed, I proceed. 
It is not, I ſuppoſe, intended by the Church, 


to tie men down for ever to the opinions or decla- 


rations to which they once ſubſcribe. This would 
ſeem hard, and not very conſiſtent with the prin- 


ciples of a Proteſtant Church, ſhe herſelf having 


receded 


(65) 


receded from the Church of Rome upon dis y | 


ſuppoſition, viz, that men are not bound always 
to continue in the notions or determinations which 
they once eſpouſed. Nor indeed can they, con- 
trary to later and ſtronger evidences, which are 
ſuppoſed not to have appeared, when they firft 
gave their aſſent to ſuch particulars. 


Allowing therefore (what cannot well be denied) 


a poſſibility that men may alter their judgment 
after ſubſcription, let us next ſee, ' whether the 
Church intends they ſhould continue in their 
Miniſtry, after ſuch alteration. It fhould ſeem 
to me, for ſeveral reaſons which I could offer, 
that ſhe does not. But then it ſhould maturehy, 
and with great candor, be conſidered, whether 
the Church may not, by an act of her own, have 
brought herſelf under a certain difficulty in this 
caſe ; and, until ſuch difficulty be removed, whe- 
ther ſhe can conſiſtently require, that they ſhould 
reſign their miniſtry in her communion, to which 
we now ſuppoſe them to have devoted them- 
ſelves with a fincere heart when they firft en- 
gaged in it, and to be no lefs deſirous now, than 
they were at firſt, to promote the great deſign of 
their miniſtry, if they are ftil] permitted to con- 

tinue in it. If a defect or inadvertence ſhould 
peradventure be found on the Church's fide 
(which in human conftitutions, even in the beſt, 
is no way impoſſible, and many times may be very 
excuſable) will: the fault lie *wholly an the other 
fide, where men cantinue in the miniſtration of a 
Church, wherein they think they may perceive 
ſome inadvertences and defects, when notwith- 
ſtanding they may have a true deſire to ſerve her 
intereſt, and may hope to do it with much benefit 
to their people ? | | 
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I determine nothing at preſent in the caſe: Let 


it turn out as it may hereafter. My aim is to 
ſet the matter in a true light if I can, having a 
regard on the one hand for the Church, and at 
the ſame time a compaſſion for ſuch worthy men 
in her miniſtry, as may have real ſcruples. And 
it is my opinion that ſome of the worthieſt and 
beſt of men may be found in this claſs. They 


are generally thoſe who have beſtowed ſome 


thought upon the ſubject, and may therefore be 
very well allowed to be more competent judges in 
the affair, than thoſe who have beſtowed /eſs at- 
tention. For I will not ſuppoſe there are any, who 


| have beſtowed none. 


Let us now come to the point, and make a 


trial, I have intimated, that there may poſſibly 


be ſome little inadvertence, or even ſeeming in- 
conſiſtence, in the determinations of the Church 
relating to this point. You will take no offence : 
I mean none, I aſſure you. And I know your 
candor is equal to your judgment. 

I cannot, I think, act more fairly in this caſe, 


than by placing before you, in one view, ſome 


of the declarations of the Church ; leaving you to 


judge how far they may be conſiſtent. I ſhall ſer 


them in two oppoſite columns; on the one ſide, 
the declared aſſent of thoſe who engage in her 
miniſtry ; and, on the other, what may be ſuppo- 
ſed to interfere in ſome meaſure with that aſſent ; 


and yet both, as it happens, enjoined, and equally | 


enjoined, by the Church herſelf. 


- 


Thus then the affair ſtands : 


I do wilingly and e am perſuaded that 
e animo ſubſcribe to * the holy Scriptures 
this propoſition, That “ contain ſufficiently all 
8 . doctrine 
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(67) 


the book of Com- 


mon- prayer — con- 


taineth in it Nothing 
contrary to the Word 
* of God, and that it 


may lawfully ſo be 
uſed; and I myſelf 


vil] uſe the form in 


the ſaid book pre- 
ſcribed in publick 
prayer, Sc. and none 
other [book or litur- 
gy.” J Canon 36. 

1 alow all and 
every the thirty nine 


articles to he agreea- 
ble to the Word of 


God.” Ibid. 


«© Athanaſius's creed 


ought. thoroughly to 
be received and be- 
heved : for it may be 
proved by molt cer- 
rain warrants of holy 
Scripture''. Artic, 8. 
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cc 


doctrine required of 


neceſſity for eternal 


ſalvation through faith 


in Jeſus Chriſt. And 
I am and have deter- 
mined out of the ſaid 
Scriptures to inſtruct 
the people committed 
to my charge, and 
to teach them No- 
thing (as required of 
neceſſity to eternal ſal- 
vation) but that which 
I ſhall be perſuaded 
may be concluded and 
proved by the Scrip- 
ture.“ Ordin. of Pr. 

„ Whatſoever is not 
read in holy Scrip- 
rure, nor may be 
proved thereby, is 
not to be required of 
any man, that it 
ſhould be believed as 
an article of the faith, 


or be thought requi- 
ſite or neceſſary to 


ſalvation.“ Art. 6. 


lt is not lawful for 


the Church to or- 
dain any thing that 
is contrary to God's 
written Word, nei- 
ther may it ſo ex- 
pound one place of 
Scripture, that it be 


repugnant to another. 
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f elt ought not to de- 


* ccree any thing a- 

„ gainſt the ſame, and 

. *© beſides the ſame. it 

„ ought not to enforce 

„ any thing to be de- 

„ livered for neceſſity 

„of ſalvation.” Art- 

ticle 20. e 

„ Councils may err, 

% and ſometimes have 

« erred, even in things 

«« pertaining unto God. 

«© Wherefore things or- 

«© dained by them, as 

* neceſſary to ſalvati- 

„on, have neither 

6 ſtrength nor authori- 

| „ ty, unleſs it may be 
TOE. ? ©. declared that they be 
oo ee qaken out of holy 
e Scripture.”” Art. 21. 


In theſe paſſages you have ſome aſſertions, and 
ſome promiſes, | 

As to the former, thoſe on the one ſide are to 
this effect: That the publick Liturgy contains 
in it nothing that is contrary to the Word of God, 
or his will revealed in the Scripture. — That all 
the thirty-nine articles are agreeable to the Word 
of God: And, — That the Athanafian creed 
(which makes part of the ſaid Liturgy, and is 
confirmed in one of the articles) ought to be tho- 
roughly aſſented to, as being (the article ſays) ca- 
pable of full proof from Scripture-evidences. The 
aſſertions on the other fide are to the following 
purpoſe : — That the facred Scriptures alone contain 
1 all 


= ( 69)) ” 
all things neceſſary to ſalvation 4 and that nothing 
either can or ought to be inſiſted upon as neceſſary 


_ thereto, but what is therein contained : — That 
neither Churches nor Councils have a right to de- 


cree or enjoin any thing that is either contrary to 
Scripture, or difagreeable to it, or not warranted 
by it: And, —T hat the Church ſhould never take 
any undue liberties with the Scripture, by giving 
it ſuch expoſitions as will render it inconſiſtent 
with itſelf. — For, whatever authority the Church 
may have (and an authority it certainly has, within 
proper limits) yet it has none in things of this 


kind: It cannot alter the Word of God: It has 


no authority to expound it to a ſenſe which it will 


not bear, conſidering the analogy and deſign ef 


the whole : Nor has it power to enjoin or impoſe 


any thing upon the belief of Chriſtians, which ſhall 


be found to be in any manner diſagreeable to that 
analogy and deſign, In any of theſe or the like 
caſes, her doctrines, expoſitions, and injunctions, 


how many or poſitive ſoever, are, by her own 


confeſſion, ipſo facto void. For ſhe confeſſes, and 
with the utmoſt juſtice, that whatever is contrary 
to Scripture, or inconſiſtent with it, is of no force, 
nor ought therefore to be either taught, enjoined, 
or received. 3 > 

The aſſertions, you ſee, Sir, are equally ſtrong 
in both the columns. Whether equally juſt, I ds 
not take upon me now to fay. As to the Atha- 
naſian creed, implied in two of the declarations, 
and expreſsly confirmed in one of them, you 
may judge for yourſelf, by comparing it with 
Scripture. The Scripture, our Church aſſures us, 
is the only teſt we are to ſtand by. It excludes, 
as you have ſeen, all other teſts. It excludes even 
Councils, it excludes the greateſt and moſt _ 
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rend aſſemblies, much more ſingle perſons. (a), 


from having any authority or dominion over our 
Faith. It admits of nothing, in ſhort, as a doc- 
trine, or a point neceſſary to ſalvation, but what 
the Scripture will warrant to be ſuch. . | 
No ſuppoſe a Elergyman, ex pot fatto, as we 
ay, or ex rei paſt natd (the only caſe, you will 
remember, which I am conſidering) to be leſs 
aſſured than he was formerly, about ſome doc- 
trines in the formulary aſcribed to St. Athanafius. 
"Suppoſe that, upon his diligent comparing them 
with the holy Scriptures, he cannot find they have 
a foundation there. Suppoſe, laſtly, that he is 
even convinced of this, namely, that they have 
none. 
What will he now do. now in the caſe ? Will 
it not be natural ſor him to look back to his for- 
mer declarations? To place them, upon this oc-. 
caſion, in one view before him? To conſider them 
again anew, and with a ſtricter and more critical 
attention ? | 


| (a) The great deference paid by our Church to the 
Fathers, partly in the zoth canon, partly in ſome of the 
articles, but more fully and explicitly in the Homilies, does 


not, I preſume, interfere with, and ſurely cannot invalidate, 


thoſe ſtrong and deciſive. concluſions which have been exhi- 
bited above. Whatever eſteem ſhe may have for thoſe writers, 
ſhe never ſays that their authority is equal to that of the 
Scriptures: Nor can we therefore yield that deference to their 
authority, which we do to the ſuperior authority of the 
Scriptures. Now ſuppoſing this creed to have been drawn. 
up even by Athanaſius himſelf, who was one of the chief of 
the Fathers, you ſee that you have acknowledged a ſuperior 
rule. Conſequently what St. Athanaſius may have ſaid upon 
this ſubject, is to have no further weight with you, than what 
any other man might have ſaid in delivering his ſentiments 
upon it : None of ' which (you have allowed) can have either 
frength or 3 unleſi it may be declared that To be . 
out of "the haly Scripture. 


£S 


Well, 


i 710 
Well, and what will be the conſequence? Up- 


on this latter examination, his judgment of the 
| Athanafian creed being now the reverſe of what it 


was once, the declarations made by hin formerly, 


in favour of this creed, will r to him incon- 
ſiſtent with thoſe which he made at the ſame time | 
in favour of the Scripture, If inconſiſtent, with * +» 
regard to his own ſentiments at leaſt, how can he 


adhere to both? There is no other remedy in this 
exigence, but to try the weight of the declarations » 
on each fide; for they are now evidently become 
two different ſides of a very important queſtion to 
ſuch a perſon, tho? I doubt not but the Church 
intended both in one uniform ſenſe, and poſſibly 
did not ſee at firſt, what may now be judged, 


and perhaps proved, to be a real inconſiſtence. 


As to which, the Church herſelf may judge it 
proper to conſider at convenient leiſure. If our 
examiner finds the declarations of the Church to. 
be far more juſt (I do not ſay more ſtrong) in 
confirmation of the holy Scripture, than thoſe are 
which ſhe has made in ſupport of the Atha- 
naſian creed, can you blame him for adhering to 


the former, in preference to the latter? In any 


other diſputable point, where two aſſertions 
appear to be equally poſitive, and the one cannot 
be true, without invalidating the truth of the other, 
the common and right way 1s, to inquire which 


of theſe two is founded upon the moſt ſolid baſis, 


and, upon full evidence appearing in favour of the 
one, to diſmiſs the other (a). e then, in 
the 


(a) © This is a known rule, which takes place in all 
« laws, that laws of leſs i importance ſhould give way to thoſe 
that are of greater; gquoties /eges ex circumſtantiis collidun- 
tur, ita ut utraque ſervari nom poteſt, ſervanda eft lex 
© fotior : Whenever two laws happen to be in ſuch circum- 
1 Kances as to claſh with one another, fo that both of them 

«© cannot 


(72 ) 
the preſent caſe, that the evidence on the ſide of 
the Aibangſian creed is not found to be cual to that 
which aſſerts the ſufficiency of the holy Scripture ? 
I need not deſire you to pronounce your judgment. 
Vou may ſtil reſerve it within your own breaft, 1 
preſume you will not altogether condemy the Clergy- 
man, if he now pays a greater deference to the one 
of theſe declarations, than he does or can in rea- 
ſon pay to the other. Which is doing no more 
than what our Saviour's rule authoriſes him to do, 
in a caſe of competition between two maſters. 
But perhaps you will fay, that his judgment 
may be wrong. I do not aſſert that it is right, 
faying only this: He has made an eſtimate in a 
caſe where two aſſertions ſeem to him to caſh: 
And he determines in favour of that which he 
Judges to be the more ſolid of the two, where he 


tc cannot be n that law which is better and of greater 
«* confequence is to be kept.” And July gives much the 
* ſame rule in this matter: In comparing of laws (ſays he) 
« we are to conſider which law is moſt uſeful, and juſt, and 
© reaſonable to be obſerved.” From whence i will follow, 
*« that when two laws, or more, or how many ſoever they 
„ be, cannot be obſerved, becauſe they claſh with one 
« another; #a maxims conſervanda putetur, quæ ad maximns 
res pertinere videatur : It is reaſonable that That law 
% ſhould he obſerved, which is of greateſt moment and con- 
„ cernment.“ Archbiſhop Tillatſon's Serm. on Matt. ix. 13. 

A late Writer has carried the matter ſomewhat farther: 
In the natural world (ſays he) when two equal bodies meet, 
«« impreſſed with an equal quantity of force, the action of 
« each deſtroys that of the other, and the bodies are both at 
«© once reduced to a ſtate of reſt or inaction: Is it not the 
& ſame in the moral? When the ſame authority exacts 

« contrary duties from us, doth it not in reaſon void our 
obligation to either? Is not a man in the ſame condition, as 
if there was no law at all? That is, at liberty to act which 
% way he likes beſt ?” &c. To which queries I would chuſe 
to anſwer, as the gentleman himſelf does foon after, Ve 


ewill not conclade ſo frego: Plain and proper anſwer (17533 
P.' 8. 


cannot 
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cannot well maintain both-of them together. Sup- 
poſing him to be wrong in the judgment which he 
forms, yet he ſatisfies his own mind; which is to 
him ſufficient, For in this caſe he is not to be go- 


verned by the judgment of others, but his own; 


And to his own. proper, Maſter he either ſtandeth 
or falleth. Of this inconformity to Men's rules, 
Men indeed may judge; and that, if they pleaſe, 
they may cenſure. Which I may briefly touch 
e,, bomuiie ns wo 
" What if the article aſſerts, as it doth, that the 
Atbanaſian creed may be proved by moſt certain war- 
rants of holy Scripture? Does not another article 
ſay, and very juſtly, that whatſoever is not read in 
Holy Scripture, nor may be proved thereby, is not to 

be required of any man that it ſhould be believed as an 
article of faith, or be thought neceſſaty to ſalva- 
tion? Now what if ſome of the politions in this 
creed are not to be read in holy Scripture, nor 
may indeed, upon juſt examination, be proved 
thereby? What will follow? — Not that this creed 
is ever the more warrantable, becauſe our Sth article 
ſo poſitive about its moſt certain warrants; nor 
that thoſe poſitions are ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, as 


the creed aſſerts, and would have us believe they 


are. They may after all be otherwiſe, notwith- 


ſtanding the ſtrongeſt aſſertions; and thoſe moſt 


certain warrants may dwindle into no warrants at 
all, when we come to examine them cloſely. 


But where are thoſe warrants that we are to 


examine? Should not the article have produced 
them, or ſome of them at leaſt, that we might 
have judged of them when produced? But there 
is not one warrant laid before us; only we are to 
ſuppoſe that there are ſuch warrants, becauſe the 
Church hath aſſerted that there are. But is this 
ſufficient in a caſe of ſuch importance? Rem lan- 
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tam tam negligenter? Suppoſe a man, upon inquiry, 

ſhall find reaſon to quęſtion whether there be any 

ſuch warrants. Muſt he depend upon the bare 
affirmations of the Church? Of what Church? 

No Proteſtant Church, I hope, vill in ſiſt upon an 

implicit faith (a). Yet, if the faith, here required, 

be not an implicit one, I beg to know what is. We | 
ſabſcribe implicitly, or not at all: For we -ſub- 
ſcribe upon bare aſſertion without proof. No, it 
will be ſaid, you are allowed by our Church to 
ſearch the Scriptures whether ' theſe things are fo. 
Well, and J ſearch the. Scriptures accordingly : I 
ſearch them with all the honeſt care and diligence 
I can ; but have not the good fortune, after all | 
my ſearch, to find thoſe moſt certain warrants 

which the Church tells me are there to be found, in 

ſupport of the Atbanaſian creed. What am I te 

do now ? I muſt either take the word of the 


(a) Implicit faith, if I rightly underſtand the I Nee 
is what we utually call a blind aſſent, or an obedience to 
authority, without rational evidence, and without juſt conviction, 
What Archbiſhop Tillotſon, that great maſter of all true rea- 
ſon and judgment, thought of ſuch obedience, may be ſeen 
in his Life lately publiſhed by Dr. Birch (2d ed.) p. 125. I 
am ſorry to ſay, what nevertheleſs is but too true, and cannot 
well be concealed, that the aſſent and obedience of this kind, 
demanded from uninſtructed novices at their admiſſion into 
one of the nobleſt marts of literature at this day in Europe, 
does but too clearly explain the term which I have men- 
tioned ; at the ſame time that it unhappily eclipſes the glory 
of that liberal and ingenuous education, for which this emi- 
nent ſeminary is, in moſt other reſpects, ſo univerſally and ſo 
juſtly celebrated. If our Clergy, more happily inſtructed by, 
degrees, under the advantages of ſuch an education, either 
cannot, or will not be tied down to ſuch implicit ſubmiſſion. 
of their underſtanding, that Univerſity retrieves ſome part 
of its loſt glory, the Church has greater honour done to it, 
and thoſe Clergy deſerve the eſteem of both, who are ſo great 
an honour and ornament to each of them, by aſlerting the 
true liberties of human nature, and of the Goſpel, to which 
bath of theſe, upon the whole, give their full and juſt aſſent. 


Church 
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Church upon truſt, or judge for myſelf, - - Which 
of the two do you ſay I am to do in this caſe? 
Fix upon either, which you pleaſe ; for I cannot, 
you ſee, do both. If I take the Church's word, 
I yield an implicit belief to the Church; which 
yet you ſay the Church diſclaims. But how does 
ſhe diſclaim it, if ſhe requires my aſſent without 
evidence? What am I the better for her giving me 
| liberty to ſearch the Scriptures, if afterall I am to 
dießend upon her word, or muſt ſubmit to her in- 
terpretation ? Is not this, I pray, a kind of col- 
loguing ? — doing and undoing? Take your li- 
berty, yet continue {till in bonds: Tou are free, 
but muſt walk in ſhackles, or, as one ſpeaks, pace. 
in tramels. But if you ſay, I may judge for my- 
ſelf, then how is this conliſtent with my being re- 
quired to believe that the Athanaftan creed may 
be proved by moſt certain warrants, when I can 


find no ſuch warrants? In {bort, am I at liberty, 


or am I not? If I am, let be allowed to enjoy that 
liberty. If I am not, tell me ſo, in direct terms, 
and then I underſtand your meaning. But if you 
tell me, at one inſtant, Jou are at liberty, and at 
another, You are not at liberty, you really puzzle 
me, and I know. not what you would be at, or 
whether it is your pleaſure that I ſhould be a Pro-- 
teſtant or a Papiſt. I may be both at this rate, or 
neither. So that I clearly ſee, what nevertheleſs I 
am ſorry to ſay, that the Church of Rome is more 
conſiſtent with her own principles, than we are. 
with ours. She profeſſes herſelf infallible, and her 
practice agrees to her profeſſion, We deny infal- 
libility, and yet in effect practiſe it. Which is 
moſt to be regarded, profeſſion or practice ? It 
is true, that the profeſſion on our part is juſt ; but 
the praftice is wrong. For it knocks all on the 
head again; fo that we are but juſt where we were 
qa | KS. before, 
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| (90) 
before; and are not got one ſtep farther, We 
give with the one hand ; we take away with the 
other. We reſtore to the Church of Rome her 


full claim, by inſiſting upon the ſame claim our- 


ſelves. In words we deny it, but in fact maintain 
ic. So dhat by all I can ſee, from the conduct of 
both. Churches, à ſubſcriber to the Church of 
England ſays the ſame in effect, that thoſe do who 
ſubſcribe - to the Church of Rome + I receive 
<<, the holy Scriptures according to that ſenſe which 
the holy Mother Church (to whom it belongeth 
to judge of the true ſenſe and interpretation of 
the holy Scripture) did and doth hold'“ (a). 
If this be not the meaning of ſubſcription, you 
will ſev me right. If it be, you will yield to me 
the point for which J have been contending. | 
It is true indeed the article ſays, May be 
preved 5 But what ſort of proof does it mean? 
A proof from the expreſs words of Seripture, 
taken in their true ſenſe, according to the con- 
ſiſtent tenor of Scripture; or a proof drawn from 
conſequences only? It the former, Why are not the 
words produced? If the latter, are conſequences 
always to be depended upon? You cannot draw 
conſequences from things which you do not 
comprehend. Vou cannot argue, where you have 
6 a) Pope Pits IV ; creed, art. 2. Do wok Proteſtant Tg | 
feſlions ſpeak much the ſame language? —— I receive and 
approve All that is contained in the corfe/fron of faith of the 
reformed Churches : I embrace All the doarine taught and 
decided by the Hnod of Dort: I declare and proteft before 
Gd, that 1 undes land (the articles propoſed) 4 0 COR D- 
ING TO THE SENSE RECEIVED IN OUR 
CHURCHES, &c. And 1 promiſe never to depart from the 
doftrin rierived in bur Churches, and to ſubmit 1 the regula - 
tions of; national Synods an this ſubject. Vid. Jortin's Re- 
marks, wol 1. pref. p. 17, 18. allo, Brangt's Hiſt, abr. 
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no ideas: And, if you mul, vet, what may ap 
pear to Vou to be a conſequence, may not apprar 
to Another to be ſo; nor ought you therefore to 
inſiſt upon My believing, what Lou may believe, 
upon ſo uncertain a foundation.  Biſhop»:Teylona 
hath diſtinguiſhed and determined this point with 
accurate judgment: *I do not believe it unlaw- 
ful or unfafe for the Church, or any of: the | 
Antiſtites religionis, or any wile: man to extend e 
5 his own creed to any thing [that] may cer- | 
% tainly follow from any one of the articles: 
«« But I ſay, that no ſuch deduction 1s fit to be preſt 
on others as an article of Faith; and that e 
* deduction which is ſo made, unleſs it be ſuch a 
thing as is at firſt evident to all, is but ſuffi- 
& cient to make a human faith, nor can it amount 
„to a divine, much leſs be obligatory to bind a 
„ perſon of a differing perſuaſion to ſubſcribe un- 
der pain of loſing his faith, or being a heretick. 
& For.it is a demonſtration, that nothing can be 
© neceſſary to be believed under pain of damna- 
tion, but ſuch propoſitions of which it 1s cer- 
„ tain God hath ſpoken and taught them to 
us, and of which it is certain that is is 
their ſenſe and purpoſe, For, if the ſenſe 
be uncertain, - we can no more be obliged 
„to believe it in a certain ſenſe, than we are 
to believe it at all, if it were not certain 
that God delivered it, But if it be only certain 
that God ſpake it, and not certain to what 
*©. ſenſe, our faith of it is to be as indeterminate as 
its ſenſe; and it can be no other in the nature 
&* of the thing, nor is it conſonant to God's ju- 
* ſtice-to believe of him that he can or will re- 
© quire more“ (a). 
If therefore, when the article ans The ates 
nfn creed May be proved by moſt certain Warrants 


* Lib. of repo ſect. ii. num. 12. f 
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„ Boly Scripture, it exhibits none of thoſe war- 
rants; and if conſequences neither can nor ought 
in reaſon to be inſiſted upon, in matters of this 
kind; will there not be room for men, who have 


examined the Scripture with attention, and com- 


pared this creed with the Scripture, modeſtly to 
ſuggeſt, chat poſſibly alſo this creed may, upon 
more accurate inquiry, be Diſproved, by the 
fame fort of warrants whereby it is here aſſerted 


5 that it Moy be Proved? And if, after all, the proofs 


on the ſide of the creed ſhould ſeem to be clear; 
yet, if they are not equally clear with thoſe that 
may be alledged on the other ſide, and eſpecially 
# the' latter thall, upon a juſt compariſon, be 
found to be the moſt certain warrants (taking the 
Scriptures in the moſt reaſonable ſenſe). I would 
only aſk, Does the Church in this caſe leave us noch 

our own judgment, or does it not? If it does, 
can be at no loſs how to determine our „ 
If it does not; what can be the meaning of thoſe 


declarations of the Church which I have above 


produced, the reſult of which, upon the whole, 
amounts to thus much, That the Scripture, taken 
in its conſiſtent ſenſe, is the ſupreme rule of faitng? 
If the Church ſtill means her own ſenſe, why does 
ſhe make theſe declarations; and what are we the 
better, in this reſpect, for her declaring againſt the 
uſurpations of the Church of Rome? For if this be 
her meaning (which I ſhould be very glad to find 
otherwiſe) will it not be obvious to aſk, Is ſhe in 
earneſt? And, Doth not ſhe. that condemneth ano- 
ther in theſe mffances of incroachment upon men 'S 


conſciences, do the. ſame: things herſelf? 


But J have done with the declarations : And now 


to the promiſes. 
On the one ſide; I will m ayſelf uſe: the Aw 


* preſcribed in the * 1 e prayer, and ad- 
I miulſtratiou 


"= 
E 
& miniſtration of the ſacraments, and no other. 
By the way, a ſubſcriber muſt uſe this form þim- 
ſelf, and not merely by a delegate. ' Truth, and 
the deſign of the canon, requires that this ſhould 
be owned. At the ſame time it is fit to obſerve, 
that the principal deſign of the canon is. to ex- 
clude other forms; to allow of none in publick, 
but the publick Liturgy. I will uſe This form, 
and 10 Other. See alſo the next canon but one, 
and judge from thence ; remembering the practice 
of the puritans, which was the thing then in 
view. 

The promiſe on the other ſide (as in the preſent 
caſe I preſume to call it) is this: In inſtructing 
the people committed to my charge, I am and 
* have determined, by God's grace, to teach Nothing 
Does he not alſa mean, to afirm or deliver 
“nothing ?] as required of Neceſſity to eternal ſal- 
dation, but that which I ſhall be perſuaded may 
*© be concluded and proved by the Scriptures? 

If the Clergyman whoſe caſe we have now un- 
der ſuppoſition, ſhall conſider both theſe engage- 
ments in the manner wherein we have ſuppoſed 

him to conſider the former cafe, he will ſee, that, 
if he cannet comply with both, he muſt adRere to 
that of the two, which he judges to have the 
beſt foundation. If the rules and deſign of the 
Church will not allow him to ſeparate the one 
from the other, or if he cannot ſatisfy his con- 
ſcience in ſo doing, I have nothing to ſay: The 


caaſe mult be left to the Church and himſelf. The 


Church is a judge of her own rules and meaning, 
and he muſt be the beſt judge in reference to his 
own conſcience. If his conſcience makes no 
objections to his continuing in his miniſtry, not- 
withſtanding ſome difficulties before alledged; 


and if the Church, finding him to be a n 
| an 


*( 80 ) 


er good man, diligent in his office, and exen2 

in his converſation, vouchſafes to acquieſce 

in — he does, without inſiſting, as ſhe may, 

upon his doing more; I apprehend the conduct 

on both ſides to be fair and reaſonable, and that- 

— is no need of altering meaſures on either fide; 

ſo long as the intereſt of piety is ſtill carrying on; 

and no real detriment done either to Church or State. 

=, This is my judgment upon the caſe; but I take 
not upon me to judge for any others. If my 
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4 judgment can give any ſatisfaction to Jou, who 

bit have been pleaſed to demand it on this occaſion, I 

1 Thall think my little-pains well beſtowed. 1 
6 I have heard much lately concerning the ſcru- | 


ples | of Clergymen againſt the reading of this 
creed. I have now lying before me an account 
of two, which ſeems to me to be ſomewhat 
ſingular; and, as ſuch, I think proper to commu- 
hicate it. Both of them are faid to be very wor- 
thy perſons, men of great learning and piety, 
living in the ſame neighbourhood, and cultivating 
a molt intimate friendſhip with each other, Both 
of them read this formulary in publick, on the 
three great feſtivals ; but being, it ſeems, diſſatiſ- 
fied with ſome of its contents (tho' they never ſay 
any thing about the matter, keeping their ſenti- 
ments cloſe to themſelves) having probably agreed 
ſo to do, with theſe words, A declaration of the 
Faith of St. ATHANASIUS: Or, varying 
at different times as each of them thinks proper, 
This is (or Here follows) a declaration of the Faith 
and Charity of ATHANASIUS. At the 
Cloſe, hy either ſay, After all, the Holy Scrip- 
ture is the Only Rule of Faith, and God is a God of 
Mercy; or elſe read the ſixth article of the Church, 
intitled, Of the ſufficiency of the holy Scriptures for 


ſalvalion. By which —_— together with a very 
| exemplary 
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exemplary and diſcreet conduct amongſt their 
neighbours, by whom they are greatly reverenced 
and beloved, they not only ſatisfy their own minds, 
at the ſame time that they obey the injunctions of 
the Church, but alſo preſerve peace and prevent 
faction upon the preſent ſubject, in two very 
pulous pariſhes, where they well know the ſenti- 
ments on this head to be various, but which they 
neither begun on either ſide, nor carry higher than 
they found them to be at their firſt coming, by 
any unſeaſonable diſcourſes, either from the pulpit 
or in converſation, ſhewing all due eſteem to good 
men of both perſuaſions, making no diſtinction 
between either, and hoping favourably of the fal- 
vation of both alike, 

I do not know either of theſe two perſons, nor 

have I inquired where they are beneficed. I think 
l can be pretty ſure that they are not the Rector and 
Curate of Deal: Nor will you, Sir, I imagine, be 
under any temptation to ſuſpect they are, till you 
hear that the preſent difference there is amicably 
terminated, Which I ſincerely wiſtr it may, asT 
do that there may be no other conteſt amongſt 
Clergymen, but which ſhall excel in Humility, 
Piety, Charity, and all other ammbie qualities of 
their holy Function. 
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that this RY Bur to have a natu- 
ral and almoſt neceſſary tendency to 
create uncharitableneſs in men's breaſts. 


8 You ſee too much of this unhappy 


effect in men's conduct. Nor can it well be other- 


wiſe. For, when the chief ſtreſs is laid upon no- 


tions, the more abſtruſe thoſe notions are, and the 


leſs there is of the exerciſe of reaſon applied to 


examine them, the greater 1s always the zeal to 
ſupport them, . and the ſtronger the prejudice 
againſt thoſe who cannot aſſent to them. A ſtrange 


alteration is cauſed in the human mind by a zeal 


for notions only, eſpecially for thoſe which have 


the ſtamp of authority, and are inſiſted upon as 


neceſſary to ſalvation. In this caſe we are too apt 
to forget even Chriſtianity itſelf ; and our brotherly 
love diminiſhes, as our zeal increaſes, For this 


M 2 | © a. 


(84) Wo, 
zeal, inſtead of cheriſhing thoſe benevolent 9.7 0 
ſitions which nature has implanted, and Chriſtia- 
nity would improve in our breaſts, tends to ſup- 
preſs and deſtroy them. It has unhappily ſoured 
many tempers, that were otherwiſe naturally good. 
It has alienated natural affection between friends 
and brethren. It makes us too often hate, where 
we ſhould love, revenge where ſhould forgive, 
curſe where we ſhould bleſs, and even deſtroy 
where we ſhould ſave. If theſe be the effects of 
any principles that would recommend themſelves 
under the facred name of faith, I beg it may ne- 
ver be believed to be the Chriſtian faith, that is 
productive of ſuch evils. For that faith, we are 
ſure, is a faith which worketh by LOVE. 

But I fay no more of this creed; which as I 
cannot be perſuaded that it is all of it Goſpel, ſo 
ſince it has a ſpirit and tendency in it very different + 
from that of. the Goſpel, and has done infinite 
diſſervice to the Chriſtian cauſe, I freely own, that 
I can neither approve of it myſelf, nor recommend 
it to others. 1 1 2 . 
In the next place, IJ readily allow, what you 

ſo reaſonable ſuggeſt on the behalf of  Church- 

_ wardens, that they are obliged to preſent. But 
permit me to aſk, What is to be the ſubject of their 
prefentments? I think the tenor of their oath 
is to this effect, That they preſent ALL fuch 
« perſons and things, as by the Articles of in- 
% quiry, and by the ecclefiaſtical laws of this 
<< realm, they KNOW to be preſentable within 
e their pariſhes : And of each they are to make 
a TRUE and FUL preſentment.” 

You ſee here at once, that the extent of this 
oath is almoſt boundleſs; and in large pariſhes it 
muſt be, 1 think, impoſſible to execute it. If 1 
was to run over all the rubricks and canons, * 
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they have in charge to amount to ſome hundreds. 
And when it is conſidered that there are a great 
many rubricks as well as canons, which are not 
very clear in their meaning; and that others do ſo 
apparently claſh, that it is not very eaſy to know 


how to act in ſome caſes; can we wonder if 


_ Church-wardens ſhould find themſelves often em- 
barraſſed; or ſhould we not wonder more, if ever 
they ſnould ſo thoroughly underſtand their office, 
as to be maſters of every branch of it? Conſider alſo 
what a number of poor, ignorant, illiterate Church- 


wardens we have in ſeveral parts of the kingdom ; 
what a multitude of preſentable perſons as well as 


things there are in many pariſhes, eſpecially the 
more populous; and what commotions and dif- 
tractions the preſenting each of theſe would create 
throughout the realm: Conſider at the ſame 
time, that the oath requires a full and true preſent- 
ment of ever preſentable article; and that as nb fa- 
vour or affection is to be ſhewn in regard to any one 
man more than another (for all offenders, as well 
Laity as Clergy, are to be alike preſented) ſo 
neither is any indulgence or connivance to be 
ſhewn, in regard to any one default or offence, 


preſentable by law, which ſhall come to the know- *' 


ledge of theſe officers: Lay all theſe things toge- 
ther, and weigh them ſeriouſly in your mind, and 
can you then forbear crying out, with as much 


(a) Such as 1 Elix. c. 2.18 Elix. c. 11.— 1 Jac. 1. c. 9. 
3 Jac. 1. c. 4.—4 Jac. 1. c. 5.— 21 Jac. 1. c. 7.—1 Car. 1. 
c. 1—3 Car. 1. c. 1.— 13, 14 Car. 2. c. 4.— 18 Car. 2. c. 4. 
— 22 Car. 2. c. 1. — 25 Car. 2. c. 2, — 29 Car. 2. c. 7.— 
30 Car. 2. c. 3. —1 V. M. c. 18. — 6, 7 . M. c. 11.— 7, 8 
. M. c. 6. beſides ſeveral more that have been enacted in 
the three ſubſequent reigns, 


amaze- 


all the Statutes (a) which concern the office of 
Church-wardens, I ſhould find the articles Which 
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If now the alice: WA a 8 8 
to ſuch a multitude of particulars, many of them 
nice ones, and ſome very dangerous to be 


meddled with; can you ſuppoſe that a Church- 


warden, by preſenting ſome particular articles; 


when he omits others that are equally preſentable, 
diſcharges the truſt that is repoſed in , and fal- 
fils the oath which he has taken? 


There is indeed one thing in the oath, which 


may ſeem to ſhew a little favour to the caſe of 


Church-wardens ; nor am 1 ſorry to find any thing 
favourable to them, in an oath, which in the opi- 


nion of candid men is much too ſtrict, and ſcarce 


conſiſtent with true Eugliſb liberty. The favoura- 


ble circumſtance, as it is eſteemed, is this; that 
their oath obliges them to preſent only ſuch things 


as they know 'to be preſentable. From whence it 


-will be rightly inferred, that ſuch things as they do 
not know to be preſentable, they are not bound to 


preſent, nor are conſequently culpable for not pre- 
ſenting them. But then, will it not be as rightly in- 
ferred, on the other hand, that ſuch things as they 
do know to be preſentable, they cught to preſent ; 
and, if they do not preſent them, they are culpa- 
ble? Now I will venture to ſay, and may, I 
think, ſay it without the leaſt breach of charity, I 
am ſure l ſay it without any ill- will to theſe officers, 
whoſe caſe I heartily pity ; that many of them, I 
do not ſay all, muſt needs be conſcious to them- 


ſelves, that they omit preſenting many things, 
which they know they ought to preſent; and that 
when they are pleaſed to take notice of ſome 
others, and make no ſcruple of preſenting them, 
they make a diſtinction which the law has not 
taught them to make, nor can they therefore juſtify 


their 


0 & - 
their ſo doing either to God or man. So that in 
reality here is little or nothing rar in their fa- 
vour, from the [obſervation above ſuggeſted. For 
the diſcharge of duty, in one inſtance, does by no 
means atone for the omiſſion of it in another; nor 
render Church-wardens leſs. guilty for having done 


one thing, when they ſhould not have left the other 


undone. If all preſentable things or perſons, that 
they know to be ſuch, ought to be alite preſented, 

is the oath of making Full and true preſentments 
diſcharged, ' when they Angle out ſome things or 
_ perſons for preſentment, and paſs over others with- 
out preſenting them, tho” they know them to be 
equally preſentable ! ? Nor will it avail them in this 
caſe, in hopes of extenuating their guilt, 'to neg- 
lect the means of knowing. For Divines will tell 
them, that they ought to know, and, if they do 
not know, that they ought to inquire; tho*, by the 
way, whether Divines themſelves do not ſome- 
times forbear making inquiries, for fear of making 
diſcoveries which prejudice ſubſcriptions, is more 
than I will take upon me to affirm, and is better 
left to themſelves to conſider, 

Altho* I am cenſuring the partiality of ſome 
Church-wardens, and laying open the guilt ariſing 
from it, I muſt be ſo juſt to others, as to think 
them far more excuſable. There are, I believe, 
ſome hundreds of Church-wardens in this king- 
dom, who are ſo extremely ignorant in all Church- 
concerns, that they neither know, nor ſeem capa- 
ble of knowing them in any competent degree ta 
qualify them for ſuch an office. When therefore 
ſuch poor people as theſe do not preſent, what 
they do not row to be preſentable, their invincible 
ignorance. really deſerves pity ; and if, in ſuch a 
caſe, we do not paſs a candid judgment upon their 
omiſſion, we forget with what judgment we 
deſire that we ourſelves ſhould at laſt be judged. 


From 
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From the obſervations which J have hitherto* 
made, you may draw theſe concluſions; (1.) 
That ſerious and conſcientious men ſhould confider 
before they take upon them the office of Church- 

. wardens.: (2) That, when they are engaged in that 
office, they ſhould either be impartial in their pre- 
ſentments, or not preſent at all. In which latter | 
caſe they ſhould, when they are called upon for 
their preſentment-bills, make their proteſt in open 
court, declaring their minds hone/tly, and acknow- _ 

ledging that they find it impaſible to fulfil all the . 
demands of the law relating to their office, and that 
many times they cannot execute even a tenth part 
of them, eſpecially in matters of preſentment, with- | 
out involving themſelves in danger, and their pa- 
riſhes in contention. (3), That thoſe Gentlemen 
who preſide in the eccleſiaſtical courts, conſidering 
the extreme difficulty attending this office, and the 
impoſſibility of executing it in all parts, ſhould be 

as favourable as they can to thoſe who are under 
the burden of it, and make all poſſible allowance 
in a caſe that ſo much needs them. | 

I will now turn my thoughts to another inquiry 
upon this ſubject, whence aroſe the late fiir about 
the Athanaſian creed? Whence the preſentments for 
not reading . it? Can we ſuppoſe that Church- 
wardens, who are commonly leſs anxious about 
concerns of religion, and ſeldom very forward 
to engage-in any of the nicer caſes of preſent- 
ment, are of their own accord ſuch zealots about 
this affair? This ſeems to carry in it ſomething of 

a hidden myſtery: I with it be not at the bottom a 
myſtery of iniquity. 1 would not, if J could well 
help it, judge unfavourably of the Clergy. But 
the ſeas, I ſuppoſe, would be calm, if the winds 
did not move them. And I am, I confeſs, too apt 
to ſuſpect, that ſometimes, in theſe cafes, m_ + 
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theſe good men may be the prime movers of this 


diſturbance. If they are not fo, I would not 
willingly charge them with being criminal, where 


they are guiltleſs. But the common ſuſpicion, 1 


know, lies againſt them; tho' it is at the ſame time 
acknowledged, that there are great numbers of this 
learned body, who are above all ſuſpicion of this 
kind. 

However, ſince it can do no harm to put men 
upon a little reflection in the preſent caſe, I beg 


leave to propoſe a ſerious queſtion, which I would 


deſire all Clergymen impartially to conſider : And 
that is, whether the omiſſion of the Athanaſian 
creed 1s the only material or important omiſſion, 


which perſons in holy orders are guilty of, with 


regard to reading divine ſervice? For to chat only 
I would confine the inquiry; omiſſions of other 
kinds, tho' far more numerous, and almoſt with- 
out number, being, I think, not ſo appoſite to the 
caſe in view, and being alſo, upon the whole, of 
leſs importance. 

I would atk then, Whether it is not very 


common with ſome, even with men of the moſt 


orthodox ſtrain, and moſt rigid exactneſs in other 
things, on ſome occaſions to mutilate the offices?“ 
% Whether the latter half of the matrimonial Office, 
or whether at leaſt the exhortation at the end of it, 
is not frequently . omitted ?*? Whether the prayer 
for the Church militant, which is enjoined to be read 
after ſermon, is not now in a manner generally 
dropt? © Whether there be not ſome hundreds 
of Churches and Chapels in the Land, where the 
Aſtrwedneſday-ſervice, and the ſervice for the com- 
mon week-day feſtivals, is never read?“ <* Whether 
the rubrick enjoining daily prayer, morning and 
evening, in all Churches and Chapels, is any where 


obſerved, 9 in cities and market- towns? 
N And 
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And yet there are many of the latter, where it is 
not obſerved at all?” „ Whether carechifiny, a 
duty enjoined both by rubrick and canon, and at 
leaſt as uſeful as the reading of the Athanafian 
creed, is not almoſt univerſally neglected, or even 
totally laid aſide, excepting perhaps for the ſhort 
interval of Leut; tho' the Church orders that it 
ſhould be conſtantly performed on all Sundays and 
Holydays ; and has actually made it a part of the 
afternoon-ſervice, as much or more than ſhe has 
made the ſermon to be a part of the morning-ſer- 
vice; ſince an homily may be read in the place of a 
ſermon, but nothing can be admitted in the room 
of catechiſing? „ Whether the act of unifor- 
mity, enjoining all pariſh-miniſters to perform 
the public fervice 7wice in their reſpective Churches 
or Chapels (fo as that each Church or Chapel may 
have both morning and evening prayer read therein) 
on every Lord's day, and on every Holyday, 
throughout the year, be punctually obeyed ??? And 
laſtly, as I would not multiply queſtions of this 
kind farther than is neceſſary, ** Whether the 
ſame act of uniformity, requiring all reſident in- 
cumbents, tho' they keep a curate, to officiate 
themſelves, in their own perſons, and perform in 
their churches the whole ſervice appointed for the 
time, at leaſt once a month, be duly regarded? 

When theſe and the like queſtions can be fairly 
anſwered, according to the intent of them, and to 
the meaning of the laws in being, it may then be 
time to conſider about the omiſſion of the Auba- 
naſian creed, and alſo (if it be abſolutely neceſ- 


fary) to preſent that omiſſion, nay, and even 


to urge men to preſent it. But, *till ſuch queries 
can be anſwered in a proper manner, it will be 


| judged by reaſonable men to be a degtee of 


artiality not very juſtifiable, that this omiſſion 
ould be ſingled out for proſecution, and _ 
other 


ether omiſſions, which are equally 1 by 


ſaw, eſcape unnoticed, I do not deſire that even 
theſe ſhould be animadverted upon with rigor, tho? 
ſome of them (as particularly the omiffion of ca- 
techiſing) are of very fatal conſequence to reli- 
2 Whatever, penalty can be legally inflicted 
or omitting the Albanaſian creed, the ſame may be 
legally inflicted for theſe other omiſſions ; nay, the 


penalties for ſome of theſe are more expreſsly ſpe- 


_ cified , ſuch as thoſe for the neglect of catechiſing; 
which neglect doth ſubject the delinquent to ſhar 
reproof for the firſt offence, to ſuſpenſion for the 
ſecond, and to excommunication for the third. 
And you will find that incumbents, not reading the 
ſervice once a month in their churches, are (for 


each omiſſion) ſubject to a conſiderable mulct; for 


which you may conſult the act of Parliament. But 
it deſerves particular notice, that the obligation to 


read divine ſervice twice every Sunday and Holyday + 


in every church is indiſpenſable. For our lawyers 
and law-books aſſure us, that even the Biſhops 
themſelves cannot diſpenſe with this order; nor 
conſequently can their Lordſhips give any remedy, 
. conſiſtently with the letter of the law, in caſe any 
miniſters are preſented for not obſerving i it. Theſe 
Fathers of the Church will undoubtedly be as fa- 
vourable as they can, in caſe of ſuch preſentment : 

Nor will they be leſs ſo, I preſume, in caſe of pre- 
ſenting the omiſſion of the Athanaſian creed. If, 
notwithſtanding the ſtrictneſs of the law, men are 
not deprived, nor (as far as I can hear) even cen- 
ſured, nor indeed preſented, for the former omiſ- 
ſion, which yet is very common; much leſs, I 
think, ſhould they be for the latter : For this is an 
omiſſion but of part, and that a ſmall and very 
unedifying part of the ſeryice; nay, and even 


then, a plainer and much better creed is read in 
N 2 | room 
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room of this abſtruſe one; whereas the other is an 
_ omiſſion of the whole ſervice, and that without 
any thing being ſubſtituted in the room of it. 

Judge now, my friend, from theſe various in- 
| ſtances which 1 have laid before you, whether it be 
a good-natured, or can indeed in any ſenſe be an 
Equitable part, in any of the Clergy, to overlook 
ſo many other omiſſions, and be ſo ſevere upon this 
one? To overlook, as it may happen, more omiſ- 
fions than a few. on their own fide, and yet ad- 


vert, with more than common acuteneſs, to a ſin- 


ole omiſſion on the ſide of others, this conduct 
appears to me unaccountable ; and the more ſo, as 
there is not, I believe, one Clergyman in the 
kingdom, that can truly ſay he is guiltleſs in reſpect 
of omiſſions, and ſometimes of great ones, equal 
at leaſt (in the eye of the law) to the omiſſion of 
the Athanaſian creed. How then can Clergymen, 
who know their own omiſſions, and who cannot 
but know them, if they will at all refe#; how 


can ſuch men, with any tolerable decency, with 


any honour and conſcience, be ſo ſevere in mark- 
ing the omiſſions of their brethren? who yet, 
bating one qualification (the want of which, I am 

rſuaded, will never ſeclude them from the favour 
of God) may be as good Chriſtians, and as good 


Clergymen, as any that this Land can boaſt of. Is 


it a becoming character of Divines to be accuſers 


of their brethren? Or is it any exculpation of this 


character, that they accuſe in ſecret, or execute the 

unfriendly part by the means of others ?— Unto 

their ſen, 

not add, For in their anger they flew a Man; the? 

cauling a man to be ruined is in ſome ſort laying him, 
and at the ſame time, it may be, involving an in- 

nocent family in the ſlaughter: Which I am ſure is 


not doing as we would be done by, either for aur- 


felves or families, | 
The 


mine honour, be not thou united: I will 


\ 


\ 
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The Clergy in France are at this time very buſy 


with one another. But I ſhould not have expected 
the ſame of the Clergy in England. You remem- 
ber, I ſuppoſe, a late inſtance on the other ſide the 
water, which has made ſome noiſe. The vicar of 


St. John en Greve was accuſed, in a mean manner, 


by a prieſt of the ſame pariſh, of having, in con- 
tempt of order, adminiſtered the ſacrament to ſome 


fick people without a certificate of confeſſion, The 
fact indeed was not denied: However, the vicar 


was acquitted, when the cauſe came ta a hearing. 
For the Chatelet perceived that the prieſt had a ſpite 
againſt the vicar. Such attempts to undo a man 
cannot be made without ſome degree of ſpite, 
whatever men may pretend to the contrary. The 

may call it, if they pleaſe, a zeal for religion, but 
It is rather a zeal for their own opinion, and may 
be at the bottom ſpite, as the Chatelet in this caſe 
rightly diſtinguiſhed : Nor can I help wiſhing that 
the ſame diſtinction may always and every-where 


be made in caſes of this kind. 


If any miniſters will be meddlers in other men's 


concerns, and will be tampering with the Church- 
wardens of other pariſhes or diſtricts to preſent 


their miniſters ; think ſuch Church-wardens 


' ſhould not regard them, but ſhould go directly to 


their own paſtors, to acquaint them with ſuch at- 
tempts. They ſhould certainly conſult them about 
all preſentments, before they make them. This the 
law ſeems to intend. And, if a preſentable caſe 
ſhould happen to concern the miniſter himſelf, he 
ſhould unqueſtionably have fair play. He ſhould be 


told of it in time, before he is preſented. Common 


reaſon and juſtice, and a regard at leaſt to the fun- 


ction, ſhould teach Church-wardens this piece of 


conduct. But are they not apprehenſive, you will lay, 
that they may have ſome faults or omiſſions of their 
own, which they kno to be preſentable, and 1 

| | 3 | their 
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their miniſter may deſire ſhould be preſented at the 
ſame time? If their miniſter, as they may think, , 
has broken a promiſe made to the Church ; can 
they think that they themſelves have broken none, 


which they have made to the Church? Here pro- 


bably lies the pinch of the matter; and we need not 


wonder that ſome Church-wardens preſent their 


miniſters without conſulting them. 
But after all, I hope, as I intimated, that the 
Biſhops will be favourable. Nay, I have the pleaſure 
to tell you, that ſome of them have been ſo in caſes 
of this very kind, and in ſothe late inſtances. And 
furely there are good reaſons to incline their Lord- 
ſhips to ſhew ſuch condeſcenſion where they can : 
The duties of humanity and candor ; doing as they 
would be done by; the impoſſibility of obſerving 
all laws; the nature and deſign of laws ; the ne- 
ceſſity of making allowances in ſome caſes; ma- 
nifeſt hardſhip and difficulty in caſe of rigorous 


meaſures ; the greater part of the Clergy muſt be 


deprived ; deprived of their character; deprived 


of their freehold ; deprived of their livelihood : 
The Biſhops connive at many other omiſſions, and 


ſometimes in things of moment. And they them- 
ſelves may poſſibly be found to omit ſome if not 
many parts of their own duty ; not to add, that 
ſome of them may perhaps have no higher opinion 
of the Athana/ian creed, than ſuch of their poor clergy 
have, who are preſented for not reading it. 

I wiſh that none but the Biſhops were allowed to 
judge in the preſent caſe. Great and wiſe men, who 
are at the head of affairs, are generally more mer- 


ciful, than thoſe that know the world leſs, and have 


more temptations to be cruel, The council of Au- 
tun in this caſe made no other determination but 
this: It a clergyman omits the  Athana/zan creed, 


2 


tet him be cenſured by the Biſhop. Our Engli 2 | 


and finding that the Aubanaſian creed was appoint 


EM 
ſhops, 1 am ſure, will conſider before, they cen- 
ſure ; and will therefore be mild and merciful in the 
cenſure a ſhall paſs. And I hope their officers, 
following the example of their Lordſhips, or ſub- 
mitting to be directed by them, will be no leſs fa- 


vourable to an order of men, to whom they have 
ſo many and ſuch weighty obligations. 


„„ i ; 
1 will here preſent you with a few other notices, 
which have occurred to me at different times, re- 


Acting to the creed under conſideration, 


There is, I find, a growing prejudice againſt it, 
in great numbers of people, high and low; nor is 
the diſapprobation, as I apprehend, like to dimi- 
iſh, but rather to increaſe: Which I own I ſhould 
not look upon as an unhappy event upon the whole, 
provided men keep within due bounds, and will be 
content to neglect what they cannot approve, or 
only to reaſon againſt what they cannot exclude. 

In many churches, I am told, that it is filently 
paſſed over, and no notice is taken of the omiſſion, 
at leaſt by any that are candid, and unwilling to 
raiſe a diſturbance. In others (tho' probably not in 
many) there is, it ſeems, a cuſtom, gradually taking 
place, of fitting at the recital of it, I ſuppoſe to 
ſignify diſſent; a cuſtom which I own I cannot 
approve, nor could with to be continued, being at 
leaſt unneceſſary; fince it is ſufficient, where we 


cannot aſſent, to be humbly ſilent. 


I have been credibly informed of two incidents, 
which I imagine may be worth mentioning. A 
Clergyman occaſionally officiating, for the abſent 
incumbent, at a church in one of our re 
to be read on that day, began to read it, Nhaſoever 
will be ſaved; &c. When he had read the _— 

| ry | .- 


1 J 
= | ficle, he expected the congregation (according to 
the uſual cuſtom) would rehearſe the next. No 
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|} a body ſaid a word. He began again, I boſoever will 
=. be ſaved, &c. The ſilence ſtill the ſame. Upon 
= | this he had recourſe to the Apoſtles? creed. All 


= Joined immediately with united voice, and accom- 
! panied him thro* the whole. In the dioceſe of 
L—4, and in the days, as I ſuppoſe, of the late 
14 Biſhop of that ſee, a clergyman who for ſome 
| time paſt had omitted the uſe of this creed, was 
{i | called upon by his Lordſhip, who had ſecret in- 
* 3 telligence from all parts of his dioceſe, to read it. 
1k He told the congregation what the Biſhop had en- 
{| Joined, and accordingly began. The congregation 

. if immediately went out of the church. 
'1'F T need not remind you of Archbiſhop Tillotſon's 
| | ' wiſh. The judgment of ſo ſo wiſe a man carries 
great weight in this caſe, T here has been a current 
| report (and that derived, as is ſaid, from a late 
___—”_ excellent Prelate, who had had proper opportunities 
B of informing himſelf) that the celebrated Biſhop Bull 
was not ſo great an admirer of the Athanafian 
creed, as he was of the Nicene; and that he inti- 
mated to his curate, I ſuppoſe at Avening in Glou- 
1 e 8ggſerſbire, that he did not inſiſt upon his reading it. 
„ You may perhaps at your leiſure be able to trace 

3 out this ſtory to its firſt riſe. 

= „I I might here add, that the late Sir Fof. Jekyll 
UE did not countenance, I think I have been told he 
1 did not allow, the reading of this creed in his 
1/16 chapel at the Rolls: And, which is an inſtance till 
. more remarkable, the laſt moſt venerable Biſhop of 
Bos | I. ſhewed that he had no great eſteem for it. For, 
1 whether he ordered, I cannot ſay, it is certain he 
1 connived at, the omiſſion of it, and that at times 
= when ſuch an omiſſion could the leaſt eſcape unnoti-*E 
ced, even at Trinjgy-Suuday ordinations, * | 
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